A Prayer
Upon
Entering
Church
Dear Savior,
we come to
Your table at
Your gracious
invitation to
eat and drink
Your holy
body and
blood. Let us
find favor in
Your eyes to
receive this
holy sacrament in faith
for the salvation of our
souls and to
the glory of
Your holy
name; for
You live and
reign with the
Father and
the Holy
Spirit, one
God, now
and forever.
Amen.

The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 30, 2017 + 9:00 A.M.
Welcome to the Lord’s Day. The kingdom of heaven is like a
treasure hidden in a field: a man finds it and then, in great joy,
sells everything just so he can buy the field and get the treasure.
Yes, it’s worth everything! But who has everything to give? Do
you? Is your “everything” worth God’s kingdom? Or is there
an even greater “everything” to give, something that we could
never give, but that was given for us? Could it be that the whole
Christian life is about giving nothing but . . . thanks?

Sharing God’s Blessings Today
•
•
•

Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Ron and Pam Hoppe, in celebration of
the baptism of their granddaughter, Isabell Louann Rutten.
The flowers at the altar are sponsored in loving memory of Lloyd Mueller (+July
30, 2012) by his family.
The sponsor charts for 2017 for Broadcasts and Flowers are available for you to
sign up. The charts are by the stairs by the northwest entry.

A Welcome for Those With Young Children
This house is your children’s home, too. Relax and enjoy your time here:
• Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk, so please don’t feel
embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome at Zion.
• To make it a bit easier on your family, please consider sitting towards the
front where your children can easily see the worship leaders, hear the words,
note the colors, wonder about some of the images up there, and embrace the
action at the altar.
• As we go along, softly explain the liturgy to your children, encouraging them
to chime in with their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy! And also with you! I believe! Our Father! All of that belongs to them, too.
• Be sure to sing and pray your parts as you stand and kneel and sit. Your
children learn by following your lead.
• If you and your child must leave, please hurry back. There is a nursery
downstairs for those who would like to use it, but like Jesus, we want your
children in the liturgy, not out. Let the little children come unto me. (Luke
18:16).
• If you need help, just ask. There are lots of folks here who will lend a hand.

Announcements
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided
by the ushers.
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PRELUDE
“The Church’s One Foundation”

… Robert A. Hobby

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand.

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father, and of the
Spirit.
C: Amen
P:

Son, and of the Holy

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P:

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Please kneel. Silence for reflection.
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Social networks do best
when they tap
into one of the
seven deadly
sins. Facebook is ego.
Zynga is
sloth.
LinkedIn is
greed.
~ Reid
Hoffman,
co-founder
of LinkedIn,
“Wall
Street Journal Magazine,” issue
17, page 22

What makes
us cling to
life even
when it is
time to “move
on”? Is it our
unfinished
business?
Sometimes
we cling to
life because
we have not
yet been able
to say: “I forgive you, and
I ask for your
forgiveness.”
When we
have forgiven
those who
have hurt us
and asked
forgiveness
from those we
have hurt, a
new freedom
emerges. It is
the freedom to
move on . . . .

P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen
P:

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us
and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,
I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
Please stand.

ENTRANCE HYMN
“The Church’s One Foundation” green hymnal #369

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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P:

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord.

P:

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

P:

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

GLORIA
P:

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.

5

. . . . When
Jesus was
dying he
prayed for
those who had
nailed him to
the cross:
“Father, forgive them;
they do not
know what
they are doing” (Luke
23:34). That
prayer set
him free to
say, “Father,
into your
hands I commit my
spirit” (Luke
23:46).
~ Henri
Nouwen,
The Unfinished Business of Forgiveness

SALUTATION AND COLLECT
P:

The Lord be with you.
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P:

Let us pray . . . Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love, that, receiving what You have
promised, we may love what you have commanded; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

CHORAL RESPONSE
“Your Kingdom, O God, Is My Glorious Treasure”
… Scott M. Hyslop

OLD TESTAMENT Deuteronomy 7:6-9
6“For

you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your
God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out
of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the
LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of
all peoples, 8but it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping the
oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you
out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9Know therefore that
the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant
and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations.”
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 125
L: Those who trust in the LORD are ′like Mount Zion,*
which cannot be moved, but stands ′fast forever.
C: The hills stand a′bout Jerusalem;*
so does the LORD stand round about his people,
from this time forth for′evermore.
L: The scepter of the wicked shall not hold sway over the land
allotted ′to the just,*
so that the just shall not put their ′hands to evil.
C: Show your goodness, O LORD, to those ′who are good*
and to those who are ′true of heart.
L: As for those who turn aside to crooked ways,
the LORD will lead them away with the ′evildoers;*
but peace be ′upon Israel.
All: Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,*
and to the ′Holy Spirit;
as it was in ′the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. ′Amen

EPISTLE Romans 8:28-39
28And

we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.
29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed
to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn
among many brothers. 30And those whom he predestined he also
called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom
he justified he also glorified. 31What then shall we say to these
things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not
spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also
with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall bring any
charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was
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raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding
for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed
all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37No,
in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who
loved us. 38For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Please stand.

VERSE

GOSPEL
P:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th chapter.

44[Jesus

said,] “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a
field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes
and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45“Again, the kingdom
of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and
9

God told Paul
that it was
enough that
he could raise
the dead, cure
the blind,
cleanse lepers
and do other
miracles. He
did not need
exemption
from danger
and fear as
well, or complete freedom
to preach
without any
form of hindrance. Indeed, when
these troubles
come, God’s
power of deliverance is
shown, and
the gospel
triumphs in
spite of persecution. The
more the trials increased,
the more
grace increased as
well.
~ John
Chrysostom,
349-407
A.D.

bought it. 47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was
thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. 48When it was
full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into
containers but threw away the bad. 49So it will be at the close of the
age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 51“Have you understood all
these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52And he said to them,
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of
heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure
what is new and what is old.”
P:

The Gospel of the Lord.

APOSTLES CREED
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart:
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Please be seated.
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HYMN OF THE DAY “From God Can Nothing Move Me”

6 Yet even though I suffer The world’s unpleasantness,
And though the days grow rougher And bring me great distress,
That day of bliss divine, Which knows no end or measure,
And Christ, who is my pleasure, Forever shall be mine.
7 For thus the Father willed it, Who fashioned us from clay;
And His own Son fulfilled it And brought eternal day.
The Spirit now has come, To us true faith has given;
He leads us home to heaven. O praise the Three in One!
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SERMON
“Everything!”
Please kneel.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for
all people according to their needs.

P: . . . Lord in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
“Bring the
whole tithe
into the storehouse, that
there may be
food in my
house. Test
me in this,”
says the Lord
Almighty,
“and see if I
will not
throw open
the floodgates
of heaven and
pour out so
much blessing that you
will not have
room enough
for it.”
~ Malachi
3:10

P:

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
C: Amen
Please be seated.

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship
Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest or visitor, please include your address.

VOLUNTARY
“From God Can Nothing Move Me”
Please stand.

OFFERTORY
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… Jeffrey Blersch

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Father,
C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given
us—our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your
gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.
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The Eucharist
is the medicine of immortality, the
antidote we
take in order
not to die but
to live forever
in Jesus
Christ.
~ Ignatius of
Antioch
(35-107
A.D.),
letter to the
Ephesians

Our body is
fed with the
body of
Christ, in
order that our
faith and hope
may abide
and that our
body also may
live eternally
from the same
eternal food of
the body of
Christ which
it eats physically. This is
a bodily benefit, nevertheless an extraordinarily
great one, and
it follows
from the
spiritual
benefit. For
Christ surely
will make
even our body
eternal, alive,
blessed, and
glorious,
which is a
much greater
thing than
giving us His
body to eat
for a short
time on
earth . . . .

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:

It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

SANCTUS (“Holy”)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of me.”
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In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and
when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

ACCLAMATION
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)

15

. . . Therefore He
wills to be “in
us by nature,”
in both our soul
and body, according to the
word in John 6,
“He who eats
Me abides in Me
and I in him.”
If we eat Him
spiritually
through the
Word, He abides
in us spiritually
in our soul; if
one eats Him
physically, He
abides in us
physically and
we in Him. As
we eat Him, He
abides in us and
we in Him. For
He is not digested or transformed but
ceaselessly He
transforms us,
our soul into
righteousness,
our body into
immortality. So
the ancient fathers spoke of
the physical eating.

~ Martin
Luther,
“This Is My
Body,”
1526 A.D.

Please be seated.
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion. If you cannot use
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel. Those
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing.
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He
joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink. This gift bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation.
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life,
and salvation. Know that He gives it to you with great joy.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“Thee We Adore, Eternal Lord!” green hymnal #547
“In Thee Is Gladness” green hymnal #552
Please stand after all have received the sacrament.
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P:

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen
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A Prayer
As You Go
Dear Lord
Jesus, we
thank and
praise You
that You
have again
refreshed us
with the gift
of Your holy
body and
blood in this
comforting
sacrament.
Bless our
participation
that we may
depart from
Your presence with
peace and
joy in the
knowledge
that we are
reconciled to
God. We ask
this in Your
name.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

SILENT PRAYER
POSTLUDE
“In Thee is Gladness”

… Michael Burkhardt

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

18

Serving at Worship
Presiding: The Rev. Dr. Steven K. Gjerde
Assisting: Vicar Joseph Pinzl
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe
Vocalists: Vicky Radunz; Carol Rich
Lector: Bill Metter
Radio Announcer: Paul Fandrey
Acolyte: Michael Cornell
Elder: Scott Schubring
Usher: Marlene Kroening
Communion Assistants: Ruth Hochberger; Bill Metter; Joe Pinzl
Altar Guild: Lynn McGonagle; Debra Thomas
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Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403
Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion,
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. (Psalm 125:1)
To contact us by email:
zion@dwave.net

Church Telephone: 715-848-7286
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde
Visitation Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen
Pastoral Assistant Joseph C. Pinzl
Kantor Irene Beethe
Parish Nurse Lenore Grosinske
Office Manager Pam Gabriel
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann
Custodian Michael Renken

To visit our webpage:
www.zionlutheranwausau.com
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com)
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core
www.lutherancore.org
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