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As You Travel: Please be faithful in 
worship and attendance at the Lord’s 
Supper.  Zion’s pastors enjoy receiv-
ing the bulletins of the churches you 
visit.  If you need help locating a 
church in the location where you’ll be 
traveling, please contact a pastor. 
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Pastoral Letter                                                                                                              
 
“Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God.” (Hebrews 13:7) 
 

Dear Zion, 
 

Grace and peace to you through God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen 
 
Birthdays, anniversaries, special trips or graduations: in our families, we remember 
these events because they forever shape who we are or how we experience life.  In the 
family of God, we do something similar.   
 
When God acts, He changes our lives forever, and the Church lives to remember those 
acts.  It’s part of how we thank and praise Him.  This year provides one special opportu-
nity for doing so: the 500th Anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation.   
 
Does it matter to you and me?  Stop and consider: on October 31, 1517, Martin Luther 
published “95 theses” (or statements) arguing for a freer proclamation of the forgiveness 
of sins in Christ’s name.  Does it matter to sinners like you and me?  It sure does. 
 
That single event sparked several years of reformation that resulted in you: the Lutheran 
church, dedicated to comforting all sinners with the promise of salvation through 
Christ’s merit alone.  All that we do, from word to sacrament to service, grows from and 
reaches toward that promise.  
 
Please mark your calendars now for a number of upcoming events that will help us re-
member and praise God for this good work of reformation: 
 

 Sunday, October 1:     Reformation Hymn Festival, 3 PM  

      Featuring Robert Hobby and Michael Costello 

 Sundays in October:   Sermon Series: “By Faith: God Reforms His Church” 

 Sunday, October 29:   Reformation Sunday with Luther’s Chorale Service 

                                                  at both 9 AM and 11 AM  

  Fall, to be announced: What is the Lutheran Church Really? (3 sessions) 
 
Thanks be to God for His mighty and saving acts!  Peace! 
 
Pastor Gjerde 
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In the Liturgy  

Scripture Readings in Worship this June 

Below are the Bible readings that you will hear at weekend worship during June.  Read 
them before worship, and then return to them throughout the following week. 
 

Sunday, June 4:   Numbers 11:24-30, Acts 2:1-21, John 7:37-39 
Sunday, June 11:  Genesis 1:1-2, 4a, Acts 2:14a, 22-36, Matthew 28:16-20 
Sunday, June 18:  Exodus 19:2-8, Romans 5:6-15, Matthew 9:35-10:8 
Sunday, June 25:  Jeremiah 20:7-13, Romans 6:12-23, Matthew 10:5a, 21-33 
 

  

 

What and Why? 
~ a Q & A column on the liturgy ~ 

Why do we often hold Confirmation on 

Pentecost Sunday?  On Pentecost Sunday, 
God poured the Holy Spirit upon the apos-
tles and empowered them for His ministry.  
Since we pray for the Holy Spirit to “be 
stirred up” in those whom we confirm in the 
faith, it just “fits” with Pentecost Sunday.   
 

What exactly is the Rite of Confirmation?  

Confirmation sometimes gets a bad rap in 
the Church as antiquated or confusing, but 
it’s  really the Lord’s own work: “Go there-
fore and make disciples of all nations, bap-
tizing . . . and teaching” (Matt. 28:19).  After 
baptism, we teach the faith, and by the Word 
taught we confirm what baptism proclaims: 
you are the Lord’s own child, a citizen of the 
kingdom.  In Confirmation class, students 
complete their basic knowledge of this faith, 
and so the congregation affirms their bap-
tism in public worship with prayer and the 
laying on of hands for the Holy Spirit.  

 

The Season of Pentecost 

As much as we love Jesus Christ, 
we love His kingdom, for the 
kingdom is the King’s own work.  
The season of Pentecost is a time 
for learning about the kingdom, 
soaking in its promise, and re-
newing our own life and labor on 
its behalf: 
 
First Quarter: the Sundays after 
Trinity Sunday: the call of the 
kingdom. 
 

Second Quarter: the Sundays 
after June 29 (Sts. Peter & Paul): 
the growth of the kingdom. 
 

Third Quarter: the Sundays af-
ter August 10 (St. Lawrence): the 
fruit/good works of the kingdom. 
 

Fourth Quarter: the Sundays 
after September 29 (St. Michael 
and All Angels): the harvest of 
the kingdom. 
 
No wonder its color is green—the 
color of growth! 
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From the Vicar 

 

  
Brothers and Sisters of Zion Lutheran, grace to you and peace from God our Father and 
the Risen Lord Jesus Christ! Spring is certainly in full swing now. The flowers are in 
bloom, leaves stretching out from their buds, and that warm weather is sporadically at-
tempting to give us a taste of the impending summer. It is a pleasant time, all the more 
so because the new life that nature yields in spring is just one more reminder of the new 

life the Risen One, Jesus Christ, gives you each day. 

In this late spring we often find ourselves growing impatient with the cold that yet lin-
gers, and we just want to get on with the sunshine and fun of summer affairs. In the 
same way we get that same feeling when it comes to gospel which we have been blessed 
with. Throughout this Easter season we have heard of glorious life given to us by God in 
the Resurrection of his Son who is the Christ. This Jesus who dies on the cursed tree—
taking upon himself all the sins of the world—does not stay dead in the tomb, but blasts 
open deaths doors and proclaims to us a new creation. This is the new creation he gives 
to you in Word and Sacrament for his mercies are indeed new each and every morning. 
And so, after being inundated with this glorious and triumphant proclamation through-
out the whole Easter season, we get the sense that in being filled with the joy of the gos-
pel, the season of summer and growth is upon the church as well. We are to be patient 
and abide in the word, for Christ is taking this time to build his bride the church (and we 
being the members of this married body) that she may be presented without spot or 

wrinkle: holy without blemish (Eph 5:27).  

Jesus executes the will of the Father, and this new life given through Christ binds you 
firmly into that sacred covenant by faith. Be nourished in this time by the word of God 
in Christ Jesus and the gifts he gives to you so that, like the trees which daily open more 

and more buds revealing a fine foliage of leaves, you too may come to full bloom.  

I will be temporarily absent, as I will be engaged in annual training operations with the 

United States Navy and Marine Corps to be conducted in Columbia, South Carolina. I 

thank you for your gracious support in this and every endeavor, for it is with great joy 

that children go from a loving and doting mother; off to learn in the way of the Father. I 

look forward to my return in July with great anticipation. May you, as the one body of 

Christ, in Zion Lutheran Church continue to give thanks in all circumstances and rejoice 

in the eternal blessings of the Living God; the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   
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Bible Study in the Church Hall 
 

Sundays at 10:15 AM: WHY LUTHERANS SING WHAT THEY SING 

Zion’s kantor, Mrs. Irene Beethe, will lead a six-week series on why Lutherans sing the 
hymns they sing—and why they don’t sing others!  Using video, anecdote, history, and 
more, Kantor Beethe will explore the Lutheran musical heritage. 

 

Tuesdays at 9 AM:  THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 

Following the death and resurrection of Jesus, all things in the Old Testament take on a 
new light, teaching us to see all of our life in the light of Jesus and His grace.  The book 
of Hebrews helps us to walk in this new light and appreciate the New Testament of Je-
sus Christ. 

 

Thursday Men’s Breakfast: THE BOOK OF MATTHEW  Most of our gospel read-
ings this year will come from the gospel according to Matthew.  The tax collector called 
by Christ, Matthew writes a gospel that some have called a “catechism of the Christian 
life.”  He tells us the story of Jesus in a way that teaches how the followers of Jesus live 
by Jesus’ life alone.  Come and let Matthew renew your own living of the Life.   

Children’s and Youth Education 
 

Sunday School Comes to A Close 
Sunday School recessed for the summer on May 22.  We honored the teachers for their 
faithful sharing of the faith delivered to the saints: Kantor Irene Beethe, Rae Beilke, 
Linda Schultz, T’Neal Kulesa, Jessica Pagel, Michael Cornell, John and Carol Rich, and 
Scott Ray.  We look ahead to next year, which begins on September 10!  In the mean-
time, encourage your children to participate in Kantor Quest—and see you in church! 

 

Confirmation Breaks for Summer 

Confirmation class explored Scripture this year.  Next year, we start up again with the 
Small Catechism!   
 

Kantor Quest Returns! 

Last summer, the children in our congregation received a letter each month with some 
“special detective work” connected with worship.  You may also remember a notice in 
the bulletin with the title “Kantor Quest.”  Get your investigative skills ready!  Kantor 

Quest will be back each weekend this summer beginning June 3rd.  
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“Why Lutherans Sing What They Sing.”  This indeed is an interesting topic and begin-

ning in June, we will look more closely at our Lutheran Musical Heritage from a histori-

cal perspective and also examine the criteria used to identify Lutheran hymns.  Music is 

a valuable tool used to carry the message of salvation.  I hope you will join me on Sun-

day mornings at 10:15 starting on June 4. 

Joy in Jesus, 

Kantor Irene Beethe   

 

 

“Notes” from the Kantor 

KANTOR QUEST IV 

For the past 3 summers, the children in our congregation received a letter 

each month with some questions connected with worship.  This summer the 

“detective work” continues with KANTOR QUEST IV. Using hymns from 

both Lutheran Book of Worship  and With One Voice, the students will take a 

closer look at the hymns of Advent, Christmas and Epiphany.  Often times 

these three seasons of the Church Year get lumped into one continuum, with-

out much distinction.  However, during the summer, we have a little more 

time to leisurely look at the hymns and see what differences occur in each 

season.  The first set of clues in FOR YOU will appear on June 4.  If you 

would  like to have KANTOR QUEST IV sent to your home, please contact 

the church office.  We will be glad to include you in our detective work this 

summer!  You may notice a special KANTOR QUEST box located by the 

church office.  This is where the students may return their completed sheets 

so I can correct them before the next month arrives! 

TELEVISION BROADCAST SPONSORSHIP 

As part of our outreach to the community, Zion, through the Wausau Area Access Chan-

nel, broadcasts our organ concerts and several worship services each year. The production 

cost for each event is $300.  If you would like to sponsor a broadcast, please contact the 

church office.   
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Sunday School — Another Successful Year! 
 

2017 Zion Lutheran Church Sunday School Attendance Awards 

 
 

 

 
 

24 Weeks - Thomas Utecht, Sarah Gjerde, Shepard Nass, Maple Nass, Olivia Peterson 

18 Weeks - Cara Lewis, Justin Wallace, Brennan Hochberger, Ethan Loppnow 

12 Weeks - Wyatt Kulesa, 
           Kenli Kulesa, 
           Piper Kulesa 
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News and Notes  
 

18 Weeks - Shepard Nass, Maple Nass, Olivia Peterson, Sarah Gjerde 
  (missing Thomas Uttecht) 

12 Weeks - Justin Wallace 
                    Alexis Drenk 

6 Weeks - Wyatt Kulesa 
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 From “Fall Bazaar” to “Strassenfest” 

Fifty years ago the event we’ve come to know 

and love as the Strassenfest was originally called 

the “Fall Bazaar” and run by Zion’s cherished 

Sewing Circle.  Held in November rather than 

October, it featured embroidered aprons and pil-

lowcases, plus hand-knit items including pairs of 

mittens where if you lost one you could request a 

matching replacement mitten. 

 

Compared to today’s stoutly German-themed 

Strassenfest, the Annual Bazaar collected, cre-

ated and sold similar hand-crafted items and 

sweet treats.  The famous Swiss Steak Luncheon 

was also part of the event back in the 1960’s.  To 

be ex-

pected, 

pricing 

changed 

in 50 

years and the cost of the luncheon was 

$1.50/adult and children under 12, 75 cents!  

Many who attended the Fall Bazaar as chil-

dren may be part of the Strassenfest orga-

nizing committee today and/or attend the 

event annually with family.  We’d love to 

hear stories of days past. 

 

Send an email to zion@dwave.net with past 

memorabilia, your story, and/or photos of 

Zion’s annual Fall Bazaar.  And thank you 

to our congregation for supporting this 

event through the decades. 
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News and Events   

Young At Heart 

Members of Young At Heart will enjoy their summer picnic on Wednesday, June 28, 12 
noon in the church hall.  Come see what we are about!  
 

Personal Care Kits 

It is time again to be planning for the annual Personal Care Kits (formerly known as 
Health Kits) Project.  Your contribution of any of the following items will enable us to 
again assemble and send to Lutheran World Relief 100 kits.  The kit contains 1 light-
weight bath-size towel (between 20” x 40” and 52” x 27”), dark color recommended, 2 
bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., any brand, in original wrapping, 1 adult-size 
toothbrush, 1 sturdy comb, and 1 metal nail clippers (attached file optional).  The items 
are wrapped in the towel and secured with ribbons or yarn.  Donated items may be put 
in the box outside the church office labeled “Personal Care Kits.”  Thank you for your 
generous donations which will be assembled and sent out early in October. 
 

Salad Buffet  

Thank you to everyone who helped make the Salad Buffet a huge success!  The food 
was delicious as usual and the entertainment was outstanding.  Women of Zion will 
meet in June to decide on what to use the profit for.   
 

80+ Birthdays in June 

June 9 Herbert Zahrt, 1009 McIntosh St., Wausau 54403 
June 10 Kenneth Haderlein, 715 Winton St., Wausau 54403 
June 12 Lorraine Zilisch, 2070 Kingfisher Ln., Suamico WI  54313 
June 14 Adeline Brandenburg, 1505 Park Ave., Wausau 54403 
June 15 Lillian Engebrecht, 501 N. 12th Ave., Wausau 54401 
June 19 Marian Wozniczka, Sylvan Crossings, 1605 Evergreen Rd., Wausau 54403 
June 20 Johanna Schultz, 2715 N 9th St., Wausau 54403 
June 21 Joan Lewitzke, 1516 4th St., Wausau 54403 
June 28 Dorothy Benda, Forest Park Village, 2901 N. 7th St., #W108, Wausau 54403 

June 28 Phyllis Hopperdietzel, Wausau Manor, 3107 Westhill Dr., Wausau 54401 
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Mission and Outreach  

Monthly Mission Emphases: 

• Lutheran Bible Translators - The Derricks 

• Homme Homes, Wittenberg and Wausau 

 

Lutheran Bible Translators 

Our goal in June for Lutheran Bible Translators is $2,000.  
From the Derricks:  “Greetings to you in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ!  We are down in Dallas, Texas at present 
and are so excited that Zion congregation wants to support 

us and LBT.  It is so vital to us to complete the task of translating God’s Word into the heart 
and language of those without it.  Thanks again for your interest in supporting our mission 
work and we look forward to hearing from you in the future.  Take care and God 
bless!”  (The Derrick’s will be at Zion on Sunday, September 17th to share their ministry 

with us.) 

 

Homme Homes, Wittenberg and Wausau 

The Legacy of Services to others for Homme 
Homes began in 1882 when Rev. E. J. Homme 
founded Homme’s Orphan and Old Folks Home, 
under the sponsorship of the Lutheran Church of 
America.  Since that time providing health care 
and residential housing services in a dignified 
and respectful fashion has become the cornerstone of services to area communities.  
Homme Homes has served the needs of the elderly at its Wittenberg Campus since 1882 
and in the Wausau area on its Forest Part Village Campus since 1990.  They provide in-
dependent and supportive housing services, residential services, and the latest in skilled 

and rehabilitation services.  June goal, $1,000. 

For more information on these missions, refer to our mission board in the church hall. 
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Memorials and Other Gifts Received 
• In honor of Phyllis Bliese’s 80th birthday, Mary Borchardt gave a gift to the Ra-

dio Fund. 

• In honor of Phyllis Bliese’s 80th birthday, Gary and Sue Wolslegel, Mark and Sue 
Nelson, Verda Bliese, Pat and Eldon Pagel, and Marian Zahrt gave a gift to the 
Church Roof Fund. 

• In memory of Alan and Marian Lippert, Starnet Commercial Flooring, Inc of  
Darien Connecticut gave a gift to Undesignated Special Funds. 

• In honor of Phyllis Bliese’s 80th birthday, Adele and Harry Blair and Jean Zahrt 
gave a gift to Zion’s missions.  

• In memory of Richard Leonard, father of Jane Gjerde, Laurie Leonard gave a 
gift to the Radio Fund. 

• In memory of Diane Groff, Elroy and Mary Ann Tapper gave a gift to the Hansen 
Fund. 

• In memory of Diane Groff, Verna Schuett gave a gift to the Chapel Art Fund. 

• In memory of her mother, Marion Walters, Shirley Freiberg gave a gift to the Ra-
dio Fund. 

• In memory of Marion Wollenziehn, Grace Mueller gave a gift to Undesignated 
Special Funds. 

• In memory of Inez Lensch, Gerald and Shirley Kieckhaefer gave a gift to the Radio 

Fund. 

Quilting in Church Hall 
Mondays, June 12 July 17, August 7 and 28, from 1:00 to 3:30 p.m.  This project sup-
ports Lutheran World Relief.  Volunteers are welcome!  Quilters: Please label the items 
you bring to identify them as quilt tops, backs, or fillers.  Each item should be 64” X 
84”.  The quilters are in need of gently used sheets or clothing that can be cut into 
square pieces for the quilts.  Bring your donation to the church office marked 
“Quilters”.  Thank you. 

Lectors: Reading Lessons at Worship 
Would you like to read the Scripture lessons at worship?  A clear voice, good reading 
skills, and a love of God’s Word and liturgy serve this task best!  If you are interested, 
please contact Pastor Gjerde at the church office. 

Ushers Needed 
Please consider volunteering to help with ushering for Zion’s services.  Training will be 
provided.  Call the church office if you would be willing to help. 
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Vacation Bible School 2017 
July 31—Aug. 3  +  9:00—11:30 A.M. 

 
Zion Lutheran Church 

Downtown Wausau + 6th and Grant 
715-848-7286 / zion@dwave.net 
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News and Notes  

Bread and Pie Baking in April 

Phyllis baked 57 loaves of French bread and 7 loaves of wheat bread and 37 pies on 
April 8th.  Profit was $355 with missions getting $55 and the church roof $300.  If 
you’d like to help with this monthly baking, (needed from 9 to 12, the last Friday of any 

month), please call Phyllis at 715-675-2630.  Thanks again everyone!  God bless! 

Graduates 

Please let the church office know if your son, daughter, or grandchildren are graduating 
from high school or college.  We’d like to acknowledge them in the July newsletter.  
 

To Zion Congregation 

“What a wonderful day I had last Saturday.  If I had known it would be that great, I 
would have done it awhile ago.  Thanks to everyone who came and wished me well, 
brought the beautiful flowers and spent the time with fellowship.  I will plant the flow-
ers around my house.  Each day I have a walk around and admire what I see.  To every-
one who attended church after, my family surprised me singing the hymn, ‘What a 
Friend We Have in Jesus.’  My Sunday School class surprised Ralph and I at our wed-
ding, knowing that was my favorite hymn and sang that song.  What a wonderful mem-
ory!  Thanks to all again!”  Phyllis  
 

Lenten Soup Meals Wrap Up 

$790.88 was the profit after all expenses for this years Lenten Soup Meals.  The soup 
committee, at their May 2nd wrap-up meeting, agreed to donate $200 for more chime 
choir tables and $590.88 to go to Net Pros for ongoing network support for the office 
computers.  Thanks again for everyone’s support making our soup meals once again 
very successful.  Thanks also to Thrivent Financial for the $250 Visa card which help 
purchase supplies and food for the event. 
 

Women of Zion Spring Rummage and Plant Sale 

A thank you to everyone that donated items for sale, setup, lunch on Friday, working at 
the sale and take down afterwards.  Everyone’s hard work is much appreciated and we 
have had another successful sale on April 30th.  Our final profit was $1,165.09.   
 
Women of Zion meet on Monday, June 5th, 11:30 a.m. in the church hall.  We will 
have a brief meeting followed by election of officers.  All confirmed women of Zion are 
welcome to attend. 
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Where you can reach us: 

Church — 715-848-7286 

Fax — 715-848-7286 

Email —zion@dwave.net      

Web: zionlutheranwausau.com 

A Member of Lutheran CORE 

VBS, July 31-Aug. 3 

(9-11:30 AM) 
 

Call or email to  

register your child! 


