
  

 

A Prayer  
Upon Enter-
ing Church 
O Adonai, and 
leader of the 
house of Is-
rael, who ap-
peared to 
Moses in the 
fire of the 
burning bush, 
and gave him 
the law on Si-
nai: come and 
redeem us 
with out-
stretched arm.  
Amen 
~ one of the  
 ancient  
 “O Anti-

phons”  
 historically 

used for  
 Advent 

The Second Sunday in Advent 
December 4, 2016 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  A prophet in the wilderness cries 
out, “Prepare the way of the Lord!”  John the Baptist came to 
prepare the way of Jesus Christ by preaching repentance and 
moral renewal.  He therefore belongs with us in this Advent 
season, calling us also to receive Christ as we repent of our 
sins and pray for renewed spirits.  In repentance and renewal, 
God awakens us to the hope of Christ’s mercy and eternal life. 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
• Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Deb Schuett, in gratitude for the 

blessing of her parents, Charles and Verna Schuett, and in loving memory of 
her dad. 

• Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the Advent season. 
• The Radio Broadcast and Flower sponsor sign-up charts for 2017 will be avail-

able later in December. 
 
A Reflection on Advent 

Many people . . . are surprised, even baffled, to learn that we do not sing 
Christmas hymns or decorate until December 24. The month of December is spent, 
instead, in the observance of a somewhat mysterious season called Advent. 

Advent’s themes are: 1) the darkness of a world condemned, given over by 
God to its own sin, and 2) the advancing rays of the Daystar, the One Who comes 
into such a world to bear its sin away—God of God, Light of Light, Very God of 
Very God. 

The Church emphasizes the Advent season as a time to look very seriously 
into the darkness of our situation before leaping too quickly or too cheaply into 
the light. Advent is a time for focusing on the gravity of the human predicament 
which the Lamb of God took upon Himself, the broken condition of the world in 
which the Word was made flesh. 

. . . . In a very real sense, the Christian community lives in Advent all the 
time; it is “The Time Between” (W.H. Auden). The people of God live at the very 
frontier of the ages: The–Time-Between the first coming of Christ in the stable in 
Bethlehem and His second coming in glory to judge the living and the dead. In 
The-Time-Between, our lives are hidden with Christ in God; “when Christ, Who is 
our life, appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory” (Colossians 3:3-4). 

Advent contains within itself the perfect balance of the now and the not-yet; 
the hiddenness, suffering and pain of the Christian life in this world now is held in 
dynamic tension with the promise of future glory which is yet to come.  

~ The Episcopal Church of St. Michael and St. George 
Clinton, Missouri + First Sunday of Advent 1996 

 
Announcements 
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided 
by the ushers after worship.   
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PRELUDE 

“Sing Praise to the God of Israel”  
… Charles W. Ore; William Held; Michael Burkhardt 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the � Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-
fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness. 

 
Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 
 
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,  
C: who made heaven and earth.   
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P: O almighty God, merciful Father,  
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto you all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended you and justly 
deserved your temporal and eternal punishment.  But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray you of your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being.   

 
P: Upon this, your confession, I announce the grace of God to all 

of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the � Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 
Please stand. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN  “Sing Praise to the God of Israel” 
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GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was not 
enough for 
God to make 
his Son our 
guide to the 
way; he made 
him the way 
itself that we 
might travel 
with him as 
leader, and by 
him as the 
way. 
~ Augustine 

(354-430 
A.D.),  

 commen-
tary on  

 the Psalms 
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P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 
and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray . . . Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the 

way of your only-begotten Son, that by his coming we may be 
enabled to serve you with pure minds; through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE 

“Let Every Heart Prepare a Throne” … Mark Patterson 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 11:1-10 
1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a 
branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 2And the Spirit of the LORD 
shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the LORD. 3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall 
not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears 
hear, 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide 
with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth 
with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall 
kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year passes 
after year, 
silently; 
Christ’s com-
ing is ever 
nearer than it 
was.  O that, 
as he comes 
nearer earth, 
we may ap-
proach nearer 
heaven! 
~ John Henry 

Newman 
(1801-1890 
A.D.) 
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faithfulness the belt of his loins. 6The wolf shall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, and the 
calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child 
shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall graze; their young 
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The 
nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned 
child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 9They shall not hurt or 
destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10In that day the 
root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of him 
shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 72:1-7 
Cantors: Give the king your jus′tice, O God,* 
 and your righteousness to ′the king’s son; 
 
C: that he may rule your ′people righteously* 
 and the ′poor with justice; 
 
Cantors: that the mountains may bring prosperity ′to the people,* 
 and the little ′hills bring righteousness. 
 
C: He shall defend the needy a′mong the people;* 
 he shall rescue the poor and crush ′the oppressor. 
 
Cantors: He shall live as long as the sun and ′moon endure,* 
 from one generation ′to another. 
 
C: He shall come down like rain upon ′the mown field,* 
 like showers that wa′ter the earth. 
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Cantors: In his time shall the ′righteous flourish;* 
 there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall ′be 

no more. 
 
All: Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,* 
 and to the ′Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in ′the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever.  ′Amen 
 

EPISTLE  Romans 15:4-13 
4For whatever was written in former days was written for our in-

struction, that through endurance and through the encouragement 

of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of endurance 

and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one an-

other, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you may with one 

voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7There-

fore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the 

glory of God. 8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the cir-

cumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the prom-

ises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might 

glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will praise 

you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” 10And again it is 

said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 11And again, “Praise 

the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.” 12And 

again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises 

to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.” 13May the God 

of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 

power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Please stand. 

 

 
 
 
Paul says:  
“Welcome 
one another 
as Christ wel-
comed you, 
for the glory 
of God.”  
Now welcom-
ing one an-
other means 
being willing 
to share one 
another’s 
thoughts and 
feelings, bear-
ing one an-
other’s bur-
dens, and 
preserving 
the unity of 
the Spirit in 
the bond of 
peace.  This is 
how God wel-
comed us in 
Christ, for 
John’s testi-
mony is true 
and he said 
that God the 
Father ‘loved 
the world so 
much that he 
gave his own 
Son for us’ . . 
. .   
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

 
 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3rd chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of 

Judea, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is 

he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The 

voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 

make his paths straight.’ ” 4Now John wore a garment of camel’s 

hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts 

and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region 

about the Jordan were going out to him, 6and they were baptized 

by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7But when he saw 

many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said 

to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 

wrath to come? 8Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not 

presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for 

I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for 

Abraham. 10Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every 

tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 

into the fire. 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who 

is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not wor-

thy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. . . . God’s 
Son was 
given as a 
ransom for 
the lives of us 
all.  He has 
delivered us 
from death, 
redeemed us 
from death 
and from sin. 
~ Cyril of 

Alexandria 
(376-444 
A.D.), com-
mentary on 
Romans  
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floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn 

with unquenchable fire.” 

 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.   

 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was cruci-
fied under Pontius Pilate;  he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scrip-
tures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and 
the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken 
through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the for-
giveness of sins.  We look for � the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

Please be seated. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL  (9:00 a.m.) 
During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4 
may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall.  Please 
reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   
 “On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry”  green hymnal #36 
 

SERMON 

“Repentance at Work” 
 

Please kneel. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all people according to their needs. 
 
P: . . . let us pray to the Lord, 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERING 
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship 
Register, and add your name(s).  If you are a guest or visitor, please in-
clude your address. 
 

VOLUNTARY 
“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” … Johannes Brahms 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why [give 
generously]?  
First, God is 
worthy of our 
best. Giving 
is an act of 
worship that, 
at its best, 
reflects a 
genuine re-
sponse to 
God’s many 
gifts to us, 
including the 
gift of his 
Son. Perhaps 
the proper 
question to 
ask isn’t 
“how much of 
my income do 
I need to give 
to God?” but 
“of all God 
has entrusted 
to me, how 
much can I 
justify spend-
ing on my-
self?” . . . .   
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Please stand. 
 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Gracious Father, with this bread and cup, we 

remember the life our Lord offered for us.  Believing in the wit-
ness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share 
with us the great and promised feast. 

C: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 

. . . Second, 
the needs are 
great. It  
doesn’t take 
much analy-
sis to notice 
that small 
shifts in our 
own con-
sumption can 
make a huge 
difference in 
the lives of 
many who are 
in need. Fi-
nally, giving, 
with tithing 
as a disci-
pline, helps 
us unhook 
from the 
grasp of our 
materialistic 
culture. Give 
until it 
hurts? No, 
give until it 
helps! God’s 
grace, our 
gratitude, 
generous giv-
ing: a recipe 
for a life of 
great freedom 
and joy. 
~ Margaret 

McKinly, 
elder, 

 Narberth 
Presbyte-
rian 
Church, PA 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 
 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  
 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  
 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
What can be 
more inti-
mately united 
to the Lord 
than His own 
human na-
ture, which 
He hath 
taken, 
through His 
incarnation, 
into fellow-
ship with the 
adorable 
Trinity, and 
thus made the 
treasury of all 
the blessings 
that heaven 
has to be-
stow?  What 
is so inti-
mately joined 
to Him as His 
own body and 
blood?  
~ Johann 

Gerhard, 
Sacred 
Medita-
tions,  

 1606 A.D.  
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Please be seated.   
 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel.  Those 
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 
 

Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-
mendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 
and salvation. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 
and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
“Lo, How a Rose Is Growing”  green hymnal #58 
 
“Comfort, Comfort Now My People”  green hymnal #29 

 
Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  (“The Magnificat”) 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that 
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in 
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 
P: Almighty God, Father, � Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 
 and forever. 
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SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” … Jacob B. Weber 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
A Prayer  
as You Go 
Father in 
Heaven, the 
day draws 
near when the 
glory of your 
Son will make 
radiant the 
night of the 
waiting. 
May the lure of 
greed not im-
pede us from 
the joy which 
moves the 
hearts of those 
who seek him. 
May the dark-
ness not blind 
us to the vi-
sions of wis-
dom which 
fills the minds 
of those who 
find him.  
Amen 
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Serving at Worship 
Preaching Pastor: Rev. Steven Gjerde 

Assisting Minister: Vicar Joe Pinzl 

Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 

Vocalists: Vicky Radunz; Cyndi Reuter 

Lector: (9:00) Keith Glasel 

           (11:00) Carl Boettcher 

Radio Announcer: (9:00) Dick Ames 

Acolyte: (9:00) Ashtyn Fernstaedt 

    (11:00) Andrew Fandrey 

Elder:  (9:00) Marlene Kroening 

   (11:00) Adam Holzschuh 

Ushers: (9:00) Adele Blair; Donald Budnik;  
   Fred Fenhaus; Robb Halverson 
    (11:00) Al Lippert; Wayne Reuter; Herbert Zahrt 

Communion Assistants: 

     (9:00) Lois Jarosz; Rob Kittel; Joe Pinzl 

   (11:00) Marge Gausewitz; Gary Gisselman; Joe Pinzl 

Altar Guild: Anna Gjerde; Jane Gjerde 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 
Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 
Visitation Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen  
Pastoral Assistant Joseph C. Pinzl 
Kantor Irene Beethe 
Parish Nurse Lenore Grosinske 
Office Manager Pam Gabriel 
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann 
Custodian Michael Renken 
Substitute Custodian Tom Gabriel 

To contact us by email: 
zion@dwave.net  
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran Core 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


