
  

 

A Prayer  
Upon Enter-
ing Church 
Oh, come,  
Thou Wisdom 
from on high, 
Who ordered 
all things 
mightily;  
To us the  
path of  
knowledge 
show,  
and teach us 
in her ways  
to go.   
Rejoice!  
Rejoice!  
Emmanuel 
shall come  
to you,  
O Israel! 
Amen 

The First Sunday in Advent 
November 27, 2016 + 9:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  The church year begins with Ad-
vent, and Advent begins where Holy Week begins: Christ’s 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  That Bible lesson is read at the 
start of both Advent and Holy Week because Jesus came to Je-
rusalem for the same reason He was born at Bethlehem: to die 
on the cross and deliver sinners from the powers of the pass-
ing world.   He is our Liberator-King, who calls on you this 
day to follow Him anew and prepare for His final arrival in all 
of history.   
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
• Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Gary and Sue Wolslegel in honor 

of their 50th wedding anniversary, November 26. 
• Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the Advent season. 
• The Radio Broadcast and Flower sponsor sign-up charts for 2017 will be avail-

able later in December. 
 
Advent in Nazi Germany 
The year was 1943, and another Advent had dawned for Lutheran pastor 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  Bonhoeffer loved Advent and had often preached sermons 
on this holy season of waiting and hope as a metaphor for the entire Christian 
life.  During the Advent of 1942, Bonhoeffer had written a letter to some of his 
friends and former students: “The joy of God goes through the poverty of the 
manger and the agony of the cross . . . .”   
 
It was in December 1943 that Bonhoeffer was arrested [by the Nazis].  Eight 
months later, he wrote these words, “By the way, a prison cell like this is a good 
analogy for Advent; one waits, hopes, does this or that—ultimately negligible 
things—the door is locked and can only be opened from the outside.”  Advent re-
minds us that “misery, sorrow, poverty, loneliness, helplessness, and guilt mean 
something quite different in the eyes of God than according to human judgment; 
that God turns toward the very places from which humans turn away; that Christ 
was born in a stable because there was no room for Him in the inn—a prisoner 
grasps this better that others.  And for them, this is truly good news.” 
 
“We simply have to wait and wait.  The celebration of Advent is possible only to 
those troubled in soul, who know themselves to be poor and imperfect, and who 
look forward to something greater to come.” 
                      ~ Timothy George, “Bonhoeffer in Advent,” 2014 A.D. 
 
Announcements 
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided 
by the ushers after worship.   
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PRELUDE 
Four Meditations on “The Advent of Our God” 
 … Ruth Mackie, Jan Bender, C.S. Lang, Wayne L. Wold 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the � Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 

EXHORTATION 
The pastor addresses the congregation regarding God’s law, the purpose of 
confession, and the blessings of forgiveness. 
 

READING OF THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 
A brief silence is kept after each commandment for reflection. 
 You shall have no other gods. 
 You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
 Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
 Honor your father and mother. 
 You shall not murder. 
 You shall not commit adultery. 
 You shall not steal. 
 You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
 You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 
After silence is kept, please kneel. 

 

 

 

Why use the 

color blue for 

Advent?  In 

Christian art, 

blue is 

Mary’s color.  

As Mary 

awaited the 

birth of her 

Son, so do we 

await His 

final appear-

ing.  Advent 

is about both: 

preparing for 

Christmas 

and (more 

importantly) 

for the final 

appearing of 

Christ.  So in 

Advent and 

throughout 

history the 

Church is the 

Virgin Mary, 

clothed in 

hope, always 

waiting on 

the Christ-

child, who 

graciously 

comes in un-

expected and 

humble ways. 

~ Pr. Kenneth 

Meadows, 

b. 1974 

A.D. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,  
C: who made heaven and earth.   
 
P: O almighty God, merciful Father,  
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto you all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended you and justly 
deserved your temporal and eternal punishment.  But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray you of your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being.   

 
P: Upon this, your confession, I announce the grace of God to all 

of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the � Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 
Please stand. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN 
“The Advent of Our God”  green hymnal #22 

 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
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P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

 
 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 

Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray . . . Stir up your power, O Lord, and come, that by 

your protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils 
of our sins and saved by your mighty deliverance; for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent and  

the Kyrie 

(“Lord, have 

mercy”) go 

hand-in-hand.    

As we await 

the coming of 

the Lord, we 

cry out for 

His mercy, 

and yet we 

only presume 

to cry for 

such mercy 

because we 

know that He 

is already 

close at hand.  

He is here, 

but there is 

more to 

come!  Yes, 

the Kyrie is 

nothing less 

than a mini-

Advent, every 

Sunday. 

~ Pr. Kenneth 

Meadows, 

b. 1974 

A.D.  
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OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 2:1-5 
1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem. 2It shall come to pass in the latter days that the moun-
tain of the house of the LORD shall be established as the highest of 
the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; and all the na-
tions shall flow to it, 3and many peoples shall come, and say: 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of 
the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may 
walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go the law, and the word 
of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the nations, 
and shall decide disputes for many peoples; and they shall beat 
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war anymore. 5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light 
of the LORD. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 122 
L: I was glad when they ′said to me,* 
 “Let us go into the house ′of the LORD.” 
 
C: Now our ′feet are standing* 
 within your gates, ′O Jerusalem. 
 
L: Jerusalem is built ′as a city* 
 that is at unity ′with itself; 
 
C: to which the tribes go up, the tribes ′of the LORD,* 
 the assembly of Israel, to praise the name ′of the LORD. 
 
L: For there are the ′thrones of judgment,* 
 the thrones of the ′house of David. 
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C: Pray for the peace ′of Jerusalem:* 
 “May they pros′per who love you. 
 
L: Peace be with′in your walls* 
 and quietness with′in your towers. 
 
C: For my brethren and com′panions’ sake,* 
 I pray for ′your prosperity. 
 
L: Because of the house of the ′LORD our God,* 
 I will seek to ′do you good.” 
 
All: Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,* 
 and to the ′Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in ′the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever.  ′Amen 
 

EPISTLE  Romans 13:11-14 
11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 
first believed. 12The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let 
us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 
13Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunk-
enness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling 
and jealousy. 14But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no pro-
vision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Forgive us, 
Lord, for feast 
that knows not 
fast, for joy in 
things that 
meanwhile 
starve the soul, 
for walls and 
wars that hide 
your mercies 
vast and blur 
our vision of 
the Kingdom’s 
goal.   
 
Open our eyes 
to see your 
love’s intent, 
to know with 
minds and 
hearts its 
depth and 
height; let 
thankful days 
in loving labor 
spent reflect 
the true Christ
-like life and 
light. 
 
~ William W. 

Reid, Sr. 
(born 1890 
A.D.) 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

 

 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to 
the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, 
“Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find 
a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to 
me. 3If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs 
them,’ and he will send them at once.” 4This took place to fulfill 
what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 5“Say to the daughter of 
Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted 
on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 6The dis-
ciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7They brought the 
donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on 
them. 8Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and oth-
ers cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9And 
the crowds that went before him and that followed him were 
shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 10And when he 
entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is 
this?” 11And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Naz-
areth of Galilee.” 
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

 
Advent, with 
its strange 
opening 
number, the 
entry of Jesus 
into Jerusa-
lem, is to 
open our eyes 
tot he wonder 
that God 
keeps coming, 
entering into 
dialogue with 
us, to speak 
in love, and 
in judgment 
in love, where 
we least ex-
pect: in a man 
sitting on a 
donkey – 
God’s huge 
joke, if you 
will – always 
appearing to 
be less than 
he really is, so 
we can recog-
nize him in 
his love, in 
the big, over-
bearing prob-
lems of a 
world in radi-
cal change, or 
in the simple 
delights of 
daily life . . .    
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NICENE CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.   

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was cruci-
fied under Pontius Pilate;  he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scrip-
tures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and 
the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken 
through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the for-
giveness of sins.  We look for � the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
There is no Sunday School today.  It will resume next Sunday, Dec. 4. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   
 “Savior of the Nations, Come”  green hymnal #28 
 

SERMON 

“All Rise!” 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. . . He’s liter-
ally all over 
the place hop-
ing that we’ll 
have the eyes 
to see and the 
ears to listen 
to his coming.   
 
~ Edmund A. 

Steimle, 
1907-1988, 
From Death 
to Birth 
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Please kneel. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all people according to their needs. 
 
P: . . . let us pray to the Lord, 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERING 
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship 
Register, and add your name(s).  If you are a guest or visitor, please in-
clude your address. 
 

VOLUNTARY 
“Savior of the Nations, Come” … Charles W. Ore 

 
Please stand. 
 

OFFERTORY 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Gracious Father, with this bread and cup, we 

remember the life our Lord offered for us.  Believing in the wit-
ness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share 
with us the great and promised feast. 

C: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 
 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  
 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  
 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We preach 
not one com-
ing only of 
Christ, but a 
second also, 
far more glo-
rious than the 
first.  The 
first revealed 
the meaning 
of His patient 
endurance; 
the second 
brings with it 
the crown of 
the divine 
kingdom. 
 
In His first 
coming He 
was wrapped 
in swaddling 
clothes in the 
manger.  In 
His second 
coming He is 
clothed with 
light as with 
a garment . . . 
.  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 
 
Please be seated.   
 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel.  Those 
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 
 

 

 
 
. . . In His 
first coming 
He bore the 
cross, despis-
ing its shame; 
He will come 
a second time 
in glory ac-
companied by 
the hosts of 
angels. 
 
He first came 
in the order of 
divine provi-
dence to teach 
men by gentle 
persuasion; 
but when He 
comes again 
they will, 
whether they 
wish it or not, 
be subjected to 
His kingship. 
 
~ Cyril of  
 Jerusalem, 

315-386 
A.D.,  

 Instructions 
to Catechu-
mens  
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Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He 
joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-
mendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 
and salvation. 
 

The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 
and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
“Fling Wide the Door”  green hymnal #32 
 

“Prepare the Royal Highway”  green hymnal #26 
 

Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  (“The Magnificat”) 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in 
your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith 
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toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 
P: Almighty God, Father, � Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 
 and forever. 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“Savior of the Nations, Come” … Paul Manz 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

Serving at Worship 
Preaching Pastor: Rev. Steven Gjerde 

Assisting Minister: Vicar Joe Pinzl 

Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 

Lector: Jan Gaugush 

Radio Announcer: Dick Ames 

Acolyte: Taylor Halverson 

Elder: Gordon Schalow 
Ushers: Sally Christoffersen; Gary Habeck; 
   Larry and Marilyn Schubring; Steve and Marlene Kroening 
Communion Assistants: 

 Lois Jarosz; Joe Pinzl; Vicky Radunz 

Altar Guild: Vicky Radunz; Bonnie Waack 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Prayer  
as You Go 
Oh, come, oh, 
come, our Lord 
of might,  
Who to Your 
tribes on Si-
nai’s height in 
ancient times 
gave holy law, 
in clouds and 
majesty and 
awe.  Rejoice!  
Rejoice!  
Emmanuel 
Shall come to 
you, O Israel! 
Amen 
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Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
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