
  

 

A Prayer  
Upon 
Entering 
Church 
Lord, let your 
glory dawn 
to take away 
our darkness; 
may we be 
revealed as 
the children 
of light at the 
coming of 
your Son, 
who lives 
and reigns 
with you and 
the Holy 
Spirit, one 
God, forever 
and ever. 
Amen.  

~ collect for 
the end of the 
Church year 

Last Sunday of the Church Year  
November 22, 2015 + 9:00 A.M. 
 

Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  “Stay awake!”  So says our Lord to 
His disciples in today’s gospel, and so He says to us all.  Having 
promised to return and gather His people from every corner  of 
the world into His kingdom, He bids us stay alert and watchful 
for His arrival.  In doing so, He speaks as the risen One, who 
has woken from the deepest sleep of all, the sleep of death, and 
who will one day waken you from that sleep with a blast of the 
archangel’s trumpet.   All this we remember here, on the last 
Sunday of the church’s year.   
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
• Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Elroy and Mary Ann Tapper in thanks-

giving for blessings received on the occasion of their 65th wedding anniversary 
on November 18. 

• The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Donna Nuernberg, quoting from LBW 
hymn #27: “Thou shalt reign, and thou alone.” 

 
A Word on Following Christ and the Last Sunday of the Church Year  
 “Go therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the Name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and teaching them to observe everything I have 
commanded you” (Matthew 28:20).  The Lord makes disciples through His Name, 
His words, and His works.  Inspired and led by this task, the Church has developed 
the Church Year.  The Church Year leads us through the whole life of Christ 
(Advent through Easter) followed by the whole life of His Kingdom (the season of 
Pentecost).  Thus the year becomes a continual observance of “everything I have 
commanded you.”  What about this last Sunday in the Church Year? 
 It has gone by many names.  In Roman Catholicism, Pope Pius XI made it the 
Sunday of “Christ the King” in 1925 to oppose the Italian king’s claims on Vatican 
City.  Some Protestant churches also adopted it, but others noted that it tended to 
overshadow the more Biblical celebration of Christ’s universal kingship, Epiphany 
(January 6).  Thus many Lutherans continued to observe this Sunday in its more an-
cient fashion as a celebration of Christ’s return and judgment, the fulfillment of the 
kingdom.  For a time, this led to the name, “Sunday of the Fulfillment.”  
 The apostles taught the Church not to make the celebration of special days a 
way of earning God’s favor (Colossians 2:16) as well as to refrain from judging 
those who do celebrate such days (Romans 14:5).  The Church Year slices through 
both extremes: it uses time to teach and preach the gospel.  It therefore stands as an 
example of how Christians, made righteous by the atoning blood of Christ, are free 
to use all of creation, even time itself, to resist the distractions of this world and fol-
low their Lord to where true joys are found.  
 

Announcements 
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided 
by the ushers after worship.   
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PRELUDE 

“Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”  
… John A. Behnke and Robert A. Hobby 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand and turn towards the cross as it is carried into the sanctuary. 
 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN   
“Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”  green hymnal #31 

 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 
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P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The need for 
awakening 
will one day 
cease.  It be-
longs to this 
world, where 
men still 
sleep the sleep 
of death.  
When Christ 
has awakened 
His own on 
the last great 
day, there 
will no longer 
be any need 
for awaken-
ing.  It will be 
just as obso-
lete and un-
necessary as 
hospitals and 
the agencies 
of social ser-
vice.  But 
liturgy will 
remain.  
What the 
Scriptures 
permit us to 
imagine con-
cerning the 
ineffable 
splendor 
which will 
then begin 
includes a 
picture of a 
heavenly lit-
urgy . . . .  
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. . . . a holy 
service before 
the throne of 
God, with 
hymns of 
praise and 
thanksgiving 
making music 
like the sound 
of great wa-
ters, with 
golden chal-
ices full of 
incense, and 
throngs fal-
ling down in 
worship be-
fore the God 
Who is the 
King of kings 
and the Lord 
of lords. 
~ Bishop Bo 

Giertz,  
 Liturgy and 

Spiritual 
Awakening, 
1949 A.D. 
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SALUTATION 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray . . . Lord Jesus Christ, so govern our hearts and 

minds by your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of your glorious 
return, we may persevere in both faith and holiness of living; 
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE 

“The Clouds of Judgment Gather” … Bernard of Cluny 
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OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 51:4-6 
4“Give attention to me, my people, and give ear to me, my nation; 
for a law will go out from me, and I will set my justice for a light to 
the peoples. 5My righteousness draws near, my salvation has gone 
out, and my arms will judge the peoples; the coastlands hope for 
me, and for my arm they wait. 6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 
and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens vanish like smoke, 
the earth will wear out like a garment, and they who dwell in it will 
die in like manner; but my salvation will be forever, and my right-
eousness will never be dismayed. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 93 
Choir: The LORD is king; | he has put on splen′did apparel;* 
 the LORD has put on his apparel and girded him′self with 

strength. 
 
C: He has made the whole ′world so sure* 
 that it can′not be moved; 
 
Choir: ever since the world began, your throne has ′been estab-

lished;*  
 you are from ′everlasting. 
 
C: The waters have lifted up, O LORD, | 
 the waters have lifted ′up their voice;* 
 the waters have lifted up their ′pounding waves. 
 
Choir: Mightier than the sound of many waters, | 
 mightier than the breakers ′of the sea,* 
 mightier is the LORD who ′dwells on high. 
 
C: Your testimonies are ′very sure,* 
 and holiness adorns your house, O LORD, | 
 forever and for′evermore. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I think that it 
is possible to 
say that in 
spite of all its 
extraordinary 
variety, the 
Bible is held 
together by 
having a sin-
gle plot. It is 
one that can be 
simply stated: 
God creates 
the world; the 
world gets 
lost; God seeks 
to restore the 
world to the 
glory for 
which God 
created it.  
~ Marcus J. 

Borg, The 
Heart of 
Christian-
ity 
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All: Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,* 
 and to the ′Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in ′the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever.  ′Amen 
 

EPISTLE  Jude 20-25 
20But you, beloved, build yourselves up in your most holy faith; pray 
in the Holy Spirit; 21keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life. 22And have 
mercy on those who doubt; 23save others by snatching them out of the 
fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even the garment stained 
by the flesh. 24Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling 
and to present you blameless before the presence of his glory with 
great joy, 25to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now 
and forever. Amen 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand. 
 

VERSE 

 

 
 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 13th chapter. 
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24[Jesus said,] “But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 25and the stars will be 
falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great 
power and glory. 27And then he will send out the angels and gather 
his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of 
heaven. 28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch be-
comes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near. 
29So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is 
near, at the very gates. 30Truly, I say to you, this generation will not 
pass away until all these things take place. 31Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words will not pass away. 32“But concerning that 
day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. 33Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not 
know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, 
when he leaves home and puts his servants in charge, each with his 
work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. 35Therefore stay 
awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, 
in the evening, or at midnight, or when the cock crows, or in the 
morning—36lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. 37And what I 
say to you I say to all: Stay awake.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
Please be seated. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4 
may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall.  Please 
reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
“Lo!  He Comes with Clouds Descending”  green hymnal #27 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Son of 
Man is com-
ing in the 
midst of both 
the grief of 
nations and 
the longing of 
the saints. He 
is the com-
mon element 
in both. He 
who is com-
mon to both 
will end the 
one by inflict-
ing judgment 
on the na-
tions and will 
commence the 
other by ful-
filling the 
longings of 
the saints.  
~ Tertullian, 

155-240 
A.D. 
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SERMON 
“Justice” 

 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 
P: In Holy Baptism, our gracious heavenly Father liberates us from 

sin and death by joining us to the death and resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  We are born children of a fallen humanity; in 
the waters of Baptism we are reborn children of God and inheri-
tors of eternal life.  By water and the Holy Spirit we are made 
members of the Church which is the body of Christ.  As the holy 
apostles of the Lord declare, “Baptism now saves you,” and “As 
many as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”  Liv-
ing with him and with his people, we grow in faith, love, and obe-
dience to the will of God. 

 
 How are you named? 
 
Sponsors:  Simon Nicholas. 
 
P: Simon Nicholas, receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your 

� head and upon your � heart to mark you as one redeemed by 
Christ the crucified.   

 
In Christian love you have presented this child for Holy Baptism.  
You should, therefore, faithfully bring him to the services of 
God’s house, and teach him the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed, and the 
Ten Commandments.  As he grows in years, you should place in 
his hands the Holy Scriptures and provide for his instruction in 
the Christian faith that, living in the promise of Holy Baptism and 
in communion with the Church, he may lead a godly life until the 
day of Jesus Christ.  Is it your intention to serve Simon Nicholas 
as sponsors of this Christian faith? 

 
Sponsors:  Yes, with the help of God. 
 
P: God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving 

work and with His grace fulfill what we are unable to do. 
 
 

 
 
 
Baptism is 
not a one-
time gift, but 
it is the gift 
that truly 
keeps on giv-
ing. Baptism 
is God's 
work, not our 
own. Thus it 
will always 
apply in our 
lives whether 
we have been 
baptized a 
month before 
dying or at 
the beginning 
of life, when 
we have been 
born dead in 
our trespasses 
and sins. 
Baptism is a 
remedy to 
death in every 
case, because 
it is God's 
remedy and 
He promises 
to stand be-
hind it. Bap-
tism marks 
you with the 
clothing of 
Christ . . . .  
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Simon Nicholas is taken to the font. 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
P: Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for 

in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and you cre-
ated heaven and earth.  By the gift of water you nourish and sus-
tain us and all living things. 

 
 By the waters of the flood, you condemned the unbelieving and 

saved those whom you had chosen, Noah and his family.  You led 
Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire through the sea, out of slavery 
into the freedom of the promised land.  In the waters of the Jor-
dan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Spirit.  
By the baptism of his own death and resurrection your beloved 
Son has set us free from the bondage to sin and death, and has 
opened the way to the joy and freedom of everlasting life.  He hal-
lowed water, making it a sign of the kingdom and of cleansing 
and rebirth.  In obedience to his command, we make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

 
 Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that he who is here baptized may be 

given new life.  Wash away his sin, and bring him forth an inheri-
tor of your glorious kingdom. 

 
 To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and for-
ever. 

C: Amen 
 
Please stand. 
 
P: Simon Nicholas, do you renounce the devil? 
Sponsors:  Yes, I renounce him. 
 

. . . . Just as 
the rustler is 
delighted to 
see a calf that 
is unbranded, 
so Satan 
smacks his 
lips when he 
sees those 
who have 
avoided bap-
tism, disdain-
ing the seal of 
the Holy 
Trinity. Such 
a person is an 
easy mark, 
dependent as 
he is upon his 
own spiritual 
strength, in-
stead of on 
the strong 
name of the 
Triune God 
(Proverbs 
18:10). He is 
readily de-
voured, stolen 
from the 
flock. In bap-
tism the good 
Shepherd cre-
ates his flock, 
marking them 
by the holy 
name, which 
gives holi-
ness. So why 
wait? 
~ Pr. Scott 

Murray 
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P: Do you renounce all his works? 
Sponsors:  Yes, I renounce them. 
P: Do you renounce all his ways? 
Sponsors:  Yes, I renounce them. 
 
P: Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?  
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was con-

ceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 
Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he 
rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and 
the dead. 

P: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the com-

munion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the � resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 
P: Simon Nicholas, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 
Simon Nicholas is carried to the altar steps.  Please be seated. 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you 
P: Let us pray . . . God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give 

you thanks for freeing your sons and daughters from the power 
of sin and raising them up to a new life through this holy sacra-
ment.  Pour your Holy Spirit upon Simon Nicholas: the Spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the 
Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the Spirit of joy in 
your presence. 

C: Amen 
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P: Simon Nicholas, child of God, you have been sealed with the 
Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 

 
Elder: Let your light so shine before others that they may see your 

good works and glorify your Father in heaven.   
 
P: O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon the father 

and mother of this child.  Let them ever rejoice in the gift you 
have given them.  Make them teachers and examples of righteous-
ness.  Strengthen them in their own Baptism so that they may 
share eternally with their children the salvation you have given 
them, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 
Elder: Through Baptism God has made this new brother a member of 

the priesthood we all share in Christ Jesus, that we may pro-
claim the praise of God and bear his creative and redeeming 
Word to all the world.   

 
C: We welcome you into the Lord’s family.  We receive you as a 

fellow member of the body of Christ, a child of the same heav-
enly Father, and a worker with us in the kingdom of God. 

 
P: Peace be with you. 
 
Simon Nicholas is carried to his place in the congregation.  Please kneel. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all people according to their needs. 
 
P: . . . Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen 

 
Please be seated. 
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OFFERING 
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship 
Register, and add your name(s).  If you are a guest or visitor, please in-
clude your address. 
 

VOLUNTARY 
“Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending” … James Biery 

 
Please stand. 
 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Father, 

The greatest 
advantage of 
riches isn’t 
using them 
for an indi-
vidual’s spe-
cific pleasure, 
but for the 
welfare of 
many people.   
They aren’t 
for one’s im-
mediate en-
joyment, but 
for the right-
eousness that 
never passes 
away.  There-
fore, by all 
means, we 
must not 
hope to re-
ceive some-
thing in re-
turn for 
showing 
mercy.  We 
must expect 
the reward for 
such duty to 
come from 
God alone.   
~ Lactantius, 

240-320 
A.D.  
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C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given 
us—our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your 
gracious love.  Receive them for the sake of him who offered 
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, took 

bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to 
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, which is given 
for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 
 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  
 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  
 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, which 

is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you 
drink of it, in remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-

dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
The Sacra-
ment of the 
Altar is a 
proclamation 
of “the Lord’s 
death till He 
comes” (1 
Corinthians 
11:26). It 
therefore em-
braces both 
past and fu-
ture. The past 
is the imme-
diate past of 
the Lord’s 
death and 
resurrection, 
which is tied 
to the more 
remote past of 
“the blood of 
the covenant”  
(Exodus 
24:8). The 
future is that 
of the Lord’s 
return, of the 
resurrection 
of the dead, 
and of the 
Wedding 
Feast of the 
Lamb and His 
Bride . . . . 
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Please be seated.   
 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use the 
steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion brought 
to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel.  Those not com-
muning may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 
 
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He 
joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tremen-
dous benefits.  His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our faith, 
binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life and salva-
tion. 
 
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 
and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”  green hymnal #198 

 “Rise, O Children of Salvation”  green hymnal #182 
 
Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in 
your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith 
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
. . . . Here the 
restored Tree of 
Life (Revelation 
2:7; 22:2) calls 
to mind the re-
motest past of 
the very begin-
nings in Para-
dise. As the 
Way, the Truth, 
the Life, and the 
True Vine (John 
14:6; 15:1), our 
Lord Himself is 
the real Tree of 
Life . . . . Since 
the Eucharistic 
fruit of the vine 
is the Lord’s 
very blood, this 
Sacrament is the 
Veritable Tree of 
Life, the medi-
cine of immor-
tality, the way to 
our ultimate 
destination. 
~ Pr. Kurt  

Marquart in 
“Eucharist 
and Eschatol-
ogy,” Shep-
herd the 
Church 
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BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and � give you peace. 

 
 
Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the sanctuary. 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN  
“We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God” 
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SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“We Praise You and Acknowledge You” … Charles W. Ore 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 
 
Serving at Worship 
Celebrant: The Rev. Ted Gulhaugen 
Preacher: The Rev. Steven Gjerde 
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 
Choir: Zion Kantorei 
Lector: Mark Gehrke 
Radio Announcer: Keith Glasel 
Acolytes: Tristan Contreras; Anna Gjerde; Paul Gjerde 
Elder: Ryan Fernstaedt 
Ushers: Sally Christoffersen; Larry and Marilyn Schubring;  
    Steve and Marlene Kroening 
Communion Assistants: Grace Mueller; Tom Olson 
Altar Guild: Sally Christoffersen; Janet Dettmering 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Prayer  
as You Go 
Remember, 
Lord, Your 
church, to save 
it from all evil 
and to make it 
perfect by 
Your love.  
Make it holy, 
and gather it 
together from 
the four winds 
into Your king-
dom which 
You have 
made ready for 
it.  For Yours is 
the power and 
the glory for-
ever.  Amen 
~ Didache, 

around 100 
A.D. 
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