
  

 

A Prayer  
Upon Enter-
ing Church 
Lord our God, 
help us to pre-
pare for the 
coming of 
Christ your 
Son.  May He 
find us wait-
ing, eager in 
joyful prayer.  
We ask this 
through our 
Lord Jesus 
Christ, your 
Son, who lives 
and reigns 
with you and 
the Holy 
Spirit, one 
God, for ever 
and ever.  
Amen. 
 

The First Sunday in Advent 
November 29, 2015 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  The story of Jesus’ entrance into 
Jerusalem takes you to different places.  It takes you to the 
cross where Jesus humbles Himself even unto death.  But it 
also takes you back to the manger where God humbles Him-
self and takes on human flesh.  It then takes you forward to 
the heavenly Jerusalem into which Jesus will come as Lord 
and God.  This relatively simple act draws to your attention 
the whole of God’s saving act in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Christ 
was born.  Christ has died.  Christ will come again. 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today   
• Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Chuck and Verna Schuett in honor 

of their 65th wedding anniversary (married on December 2, 1950) and for all 
the many blessings they received through the years. 

• Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the Advent season.  The flower spon-
sor sign-up chart for 2016 will be available later in December. 

 
A Reflection on Advent 
The year was 1943, and another Advent had dawned for Lutheran pastor 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  Bonhoeffer loved Advent and had often preached sermons 
on this holy season of waiting and hope as a metaphor for the entire Christian 
life.  During the Advent of 1942, Bonhoeffer had written a letter to some of his 
friends and former students: “The joy of God goes through the poverty of the 
manger and the agony of the cross; that is why it is invincible, irrefutable.  It does 
not deny the anguish, when it is there, but finds God in the midst of it, in fact 
precisely there; it does not deny grave sin but finds forgiveness precisely this 
way; it looks death straight in the eye, but it finds life precisely within it.” 

 
It was in December 1943 that Bonhoeffer was arrested.  Eight months later, he 
wrote these words, “By the way, a prison cell like this is a good analogy for Ad-
vent; one waits, hopes, does this or that—ultimately negligible things—the door 
is locked and can only be opened from the outside.”  Advent reminds us that 
“misery, sorrow, poverty, loneliness, helplessness, and guilt mean something 
quite different in the eyes of God than according to human judgment; that God 
turns toward the very places from which humans turn away; that Christ was 
born in a stable because there was no room for Him in the inn—a prisoner grasps 
this better that others.  And for them, this is truly good news.” 
 
“We simply have to wait and wait.  The celebration of Advent is possible only to 
those troubled in soul, who know themselves to be poor and imperfect, and who 
look forward to something greater to come.” 
                ~ Timothy George, “Bonhoeffer in Advent,” 2014 A.D. 
 
Announcements 
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided 
by the ushers after worship.   
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PRELUDE 

Four Miniatures on “Come, O Precious Ransom, Come” 
 … Hugo Gehrke; Richard W. Gieseke, Robert J. Powell 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the � Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-
fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness. 

 
Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 
 
P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free our-

selves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
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deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-
done.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 
P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us 

and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and or-
dained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,   
I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, 
and of the � Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 
Please stand. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN 
“Come, O Precious Ransom”  green hymnal #24 

 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

 
 

A Lutheran 
minister, 
when an-
nouncing the 
forgiveness 
of sins, or 
absolving a 
sinner, does 
nothing else 
than com-
municate to 
him the in-
telligence 
that Christ 
has inter-
ceded for 
him in his 
sorry plight 
and that 
God has re-
stored him 
to favor.  
Moreover, 
(he) does 
this by order 
of Christ. 
~ C.F.W. 
  Walther, 
  19th 
  Century 
  A.D. 
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P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray . . . Stir up your power, O Lord, and come, that by 

your protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils 
of our sins and saved by your mighty deliverance; for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  Jeremiah 33:14-16 
14 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill 
the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 

In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to 
spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness 
in the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will 
live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: "The 
LORD is our righteousness." 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“ Stir up.”  
These simple 
words have 
the force, 
not of telling 
God to get 
on with His 
kingdom, 
but rather to 
express our 
readiness to 
endure 
whatever 
must give 
way or even 
be destroyed 
so that He 
may estab-
lish Himself 
among us. 
~ Eugene 
  Lehrke, 
  1999 A.D. 
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L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 25:1-9 
L: To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; |  
 my God, I put my ′trust in you;* 
 let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph ′over me. 
 
C: Let none who look to you be ′put to shame;* 
 let the treacherous be disappointed ′in their schemes. 
 
L: Show me your ′ways, O LORD,* 
 and teach ′me your paths. 
 
C: Lead me in your ′truth and teach me,* 
 for you are the God of my salvation; | 
 in you have I trusted all ′the day long. 
 
L: Remember, O LORD, your compas′sion and love,* 
 for they are from ′everlasting. 
 
C: Remember not the sins of my youth and ′my transgressions;* 
 remember me according to your love | 
 and for the sake of your good′ness, O LORD. 
 
L: Gracious and upright ′is the LORD;* 
 therefore he teaches sinners ′in his way. 
 

C: He guides the humble in ′doing right* 
 and teaches his way ′to the lowly. 
 
L: All the paths of the LORD are ′love and faithfulness* 
 to those who keep his covenant and his ′testimonies. 
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All: Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,* 
 and to the ′Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in ′the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever.  ′Amen 
 

EPISTLE  1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
9For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy 
that we feel for your sake before our God, 10as we pray most ear-
nestly night and day that we may see you face to face and supply 
what is lacking in your faith? 11Now may our God and Father him-
self, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, 12and may the Lord 
make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, 
as we do for you, 13so that he may establish your hearts blameless 
in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus with all his saints. 
 

L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

 
 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 19th chapter. 

 

 
 

Within those 
walls of Zion 
sounds forth 
the joyful 
song, as 
saints join 
with the an-
gels and all 
the martyr 
throng.  The 
Prince is ever 
with them; 
the daylight 
is serene; the 
city of the 
blessed shines 
bright with 
glorious 
sheen. 
~ Bernard 
  Of Cluny, 
  12th 
  Century 
  A.D. 
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28And when [Jesus] had said these things, he went on ahead, going 
up to Jerusalem. 29When he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, 
at the mount that is called Olivet, he sent two of the disciples, 30say-
ing, “Go into the village in front of you, where on entering you will 
find a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring 
it here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall 
say this: ‘The Lord has need of it.’” 32So those who were sent went 
away and found it just as he had told them. 33And as they were un-
tying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you untying the 
colt?” 34And they said, “The Lord has need of it.” 35And they 
brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set 
Jesus on it. 36And as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the 
road. 37As he was drawing near—already on the way down the 
Mount of Olives—the whole multitude of his disciples began to re-
joice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that 
they had seen, 38saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 39And 
some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke 
your disciples.” 40He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the 
very stones would cry out.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

NICENE CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.   

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by 

Advent, with 
its strange 
opening 
number, the 
entry of Je-
sus into Je-
rusalem, is 
to open our 
eyes to the 
wonder that 
God keeps 
coming, en-
tering into 
dialogue 
with us, to 
speak in 
love, and in 
judgment in 
love, where 
we least ex-
pect: in a 
man sitting 
on a don-
key...always 
appearing to 
be less than 
He really is, 
so we can 
recognize 
Him in His 
love. 
~Edmund A. 
  Steimle, 
  1907-1988 
  A.D. 
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the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was cruci-
fied under Pontius Pilate;  he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scrip-
tures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and 
the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken 
through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the for-
giveness of sins.  We look for � the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  (9:00 a.m.) 
There is no Sunday School today.  It will resume next Sunday, Dec- 
ember 6. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   
 “Savior of the Nations, Come”  green hymnal #28 
 

SERMON 
“Come, Lord Jesus!” 

 
Please kneel. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all people according to their needs. 
 
P: . . . let us pray to the Lord, 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
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P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERING 
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship 
Register, and add your name(s).  If you are a guest or visitor, please in-
clude your address. 
 

VOLUNTARY 
“Savior of the Nations, Come” … Kenneth T. Kosche 

 
Please stand. 
 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Heavenly 
Father, in 
your gener-
ous care of 
everything 
you give a 
sign of eter-
nal life.  Re-
ceive these 
offerings as 
a symbol 
that we hope 
in Christ 
alone and 
wish to 
serve you as 
your Spirit 
leads; 
through Je-
sus Christ 
our Lord.  
Amen. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Gracious Father, with this bread and cup, we 

remember the life our Lord offered for us.  Believing in the wit-
ness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share 
with us the great and promised feast. 

C: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 
 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  
 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  
 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

 
 
If we want to 
think about 
our eternal 
election to 
salvation 
helpfully, we 
must in every 
way hold 
strongly and 
firmly to this 
truth: just as 
the preaching 
of repentance 
is universal, 
so also the 
promise of the 
Gospel is uni-
versal, that is, 
it belongs to 
all people.  
For this rea-
son Christ 
has given this 
command: 
Behold, the 
Lamb of God, 
who takes 
away the sin 
of the world. 
~Solid Decla-
ration, 
  The For-
mula of Con-
cord XI, 
  16th 
  Century 
  A.D. 
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AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Please be seated.   
 
The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel.  Those 
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 
 
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He 
joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-
mendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 
and salvation. 
 
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 
and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lord Jesus 
Christ, we 
recognize 
your coming 
in this Sac-
rament.  En-
courage us 
to watch for 
you by doing 
works of 
faith so that 
unexpected 
meetings 
with you 
may be 
blessed.  You 
are the Lord 
forevermore. 
Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
“The Advent of Our God”  green hymnal #22 
“Fling Wide the Door”  green hymnal #32 

 

Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  (“The Magnificat”) 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that 
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in 
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 
BENEDICTION 
P: Almighty God, Father, � Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 
 and forever. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Prayer  
as You Go 
All-
powerful 
God, in-
crease our 
strength of 
will for do-
ing good 
that Christ 
may find 
an eager 
welcome at 
His coming 
and call us 
to His side 
in the king-
dom of 
heaven, 
where He 
lives and 
reigns with 
you and 
the Holy 
Spirit, one 
God, for 
ever and 
ever.  
Amen. 
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SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“Savior of the Nations, Come” … Jacob B. Weber 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 
Serving at Worship 
Celebrant: The Rev. Steven Gjerde 
Preacher: The Rev. Ted Gulhaugen   
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 
Lector: (9:00) Lynn Budnik 
           (11:00) Craig Bergendorf 
Radio Announcer: (9:00) Scott Schubring 
Acolyte: (9:00) Alec Fernstaedt 
    (11:00) Miles McQuay 
Elder: (9:00) Larry Parsch 
  (11:00) Gordon Schalow 
Ushers: (9:00) Sally Christoffersen; Steve and Marlene Kroening; 
   Larry and Marilyn Schubring 
    (11:00) Al Lippert; Herbert Zahrt 
Communion Assistants:  
     (9:00) Sally Christoffersen; Ruth Hochberger 
   (11:00) Donna Nuernberg; Cheryl Plautz 
Altar Guild: Janet Dettmering; Pam Hoppe 
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The liturgy is reprinted from the Lutheran Book of Worship, © 1978.  
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #13202-L.  Scripture 
quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version © 2001 by 
Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers.  All rights reserved.  
Used by permission.  “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” and “My 
Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” are used by permission of Augsburg For-
tress license #13202-L.  
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 

Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 
Associate Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen  
Kantor Irene Beethe 
Parish Nurse Lenore Grosinske 
Office Manager Pam Gabriel 
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann 
Head Custodian Michael Renken 
Custodian Roger Ormond 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@dwave.net  
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran CORE 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


