
  

 

A Prayer  
Upon Entering 
Church 
Christ as a 
Light, illumine 
and guide me!  
Christ, as a 
shield, over-
shadow and 
cover me!  
Christ, be under 
me!  Christ be 
over me!  
Christ, be be-
side me, on left 
hand and right!  
Christ, this day 
be within – and 
without me!  
Christ, the 
lowly meek, 
Christ, the all 
powerful, be in 
the heart of 
each to whom I 
speak, in the 
mouth of each 
who speaks to 
me – in all who 
draw near me, 
or see me, or 
hear me.  Amen 
~ ancient Irish 

prayer  

The Third Sunday in Advent 
December 14, 2014 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.  On this Sunday, the Church’s 
color lightens from blue to rose in anticipation of the coming 
feast.  It reflects the joy expressed in our gospel, where John 
the Baptist declares that the Christ of God already stands 
among His people.  That’s how God works: He promises the 
future, and in that very promise-making, the future is present!  
Christ the Lord breaks into this present time through the 
preaching of His Gospel, nourishing you with Himself and 
preparing you for the feast of feasts at the end of the world.   
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today   
• Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored in thanksgiving for a wonderful fa-

ther, Anthony Lach, who died 30 years ago on December 16, 1984, from his 
children Pat and Eldon Pagel, Sandy and Herman Hintz, Terry and Annette 
Lach, and Sue and Gary Wolslegel. 

• Flowers do not adorn the chancel during the Advent season.  The flower spon-
sor sign-up chart for 2015 will be available later in December. 

 
A Third Reflection on Advent 
Advent is a time for holy joy and preparation that emphasizes four advents or 
comings: the prophetic coming that pointed to Christ’s birth, the incarnate coming 
of Christ in Bethlehem, the sacramental coming of Christ in Word and Sacraments, 
and the eschatological coming of Christ at the end of the world. 

        ~  Timothy H. Maschke 
Gathered Guests: A Guide to Worship in the Lutheran Church 

                        
 

Announcements 
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided 
by the ushers after worship.   
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PRELUDE 

Partita on “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” … Kevin J. Sadowski; 
 Jeffrey Blersch 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the � Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-
fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness. 

 
Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 
 
P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free our-

selves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
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deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-
done.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 
P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us 

and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and or-
dained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,   
I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, 
and of the � Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 
Please stand. 
 

ENTRANCE HYMN 
“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”  green hymnal #25 

 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

KYRIE  
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Kyrie is 
not another 
confession of 
sins, but a 
prayer for 
grace and 
help in time 
of need . . . 
the ardent cry 
of the Church 
for assistance. 
The cry for 
mercy is bib-
lical, particu-
larly for those 
seeking re-
lease from 
bondage that 
only Jesus the 
King could 
give. 
~ Arthur A. 

Just, The 
Ordinaries 
of the Di-
vine Ser-
vice,  

 2001 A.D. 
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P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the holy 
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray . . . Lord Jesus Christ, we implore you to hear our 

prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by your gra-
cious visitation; for you live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE  (9:00 a.m.) 

“Prepare the Way of the Lord”  … William Rowan 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has 
anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind 
up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 
opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2to proclaim the year  
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of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to com-
fort all who mourn; 3to grant to those who mourn in Zion—to give 
them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness in-
stead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; 
that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the 
LORD, that he may be glorified. 4They shall build up the ancient ru-
ins; they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the 
ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 8For I the LORD 
love justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I will faithfully give them 
their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with 
them. 9Their offspring shall be known among the nations, and their 
descendants in the midst of the peoples; all who see them shall ac-
knowledge them, that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed. 
10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has cov-
ered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks 
himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride 
adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its 
sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so 
the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up be-
fore all the nations. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 126 
Choir/ When the LORD restored the for'tunes of Zion,* 
L: then were we like 'those who dream. 
 
C: Then was our mouth 'filled with laughter, * 
 and our tongue with 'shouts of joy. 
 
Choir/ Then they said a'mong the nations, * 
L: “The LORD has done great 'things for them.” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the com-
ing of the 
Most High 
our hearts 
shall be made 
clean, and we 
shall walk 
worthily in 
the way of the 
Lord.  The 
Lord is com-
ing and will 
not delay. 
~ ancient 

antiphon 
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C: The LORD has done great 'things for us, * 
 and we are 'glad indeed. 
 
Choir/ Restore our for'tunes, O LORD, * 
L: like the watercourses 'of the Negev. 
 
C: Those who 'sowed with tears * 
 will reap with 'songs of joy. 
 
Choir/ Those who go out weeping, carry'ing the seed, * 
L: will come again with joy, shoulder'ing their sheaves. 
 
All: Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,* 
 and to the ′Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in ′the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever.  ′Amen 
 
 

EPISTLE  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all cir-
cumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do 
not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise prophecies, 21but test every-
thing; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain from every form of evil. 
23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and 
may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24He who calls you is faithful; he 
will surely do it. 

 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

 
 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter. 

 
 

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came 
as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about 
the light. 19And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent 
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 
20He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the 
Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He 
said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 
22So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to 
those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I 
am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the 
way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 24(Now they had been 
sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then why are you 
baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among 
you stands one you do not know, 27even he who comes after me, 
the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28These things 
took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Christ does 
not enter the 
heart of a 
man unless a 
John the Bap-
tist first pre-
pares the way 
for Him by 
repentance. 
God does not 
pour the oil of 
His mercy 
except into 
the vessel of a 
contrite heart. 
God first puts 
the soul to 
death, as it 
were, through 
contrition, 
that He may 
afterwards 
quicken it 
through the 
consolation of 
the Holy 
Spirit (1 
Samuel 2:6). 
He casts it 
down to hell 
in godly sor-
row for sin, 
that He may 
bring it up 
again by the 
blessed power 
of His grace . 
. . .  



9 

 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
NICENE CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.   

 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was cruci-
fied under Pontius Pilate;  he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scrip-
tures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and 
the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken 
through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one Baptism for the for-
giveness of sins.  We look for � the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. . . . The ter-
ror of the law 
precedes the 
sweetness of 
divine love, 
and sorrow 
for sin the 
consolation of 
the Spirit . . .  
May God 
work true 
repentance in 
us through 
His Holy 
Spirit! 
~ Johann 

Gerhard, 
Sacred 
Meditations 
1606 A.D. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL  (9:00 a.m.) 
During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4 
may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall.  Please 
reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “Hark!  A Thrilling Voice is Sounding” 

 
 

 

 
 

SERMON 
“A Thrilling Voice” 

 
Please kneel. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all people according to their needs. 
 
P: . . . let us pray to the Lord, 
C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

 

OFFERING 
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship 
Register, and add your name(s).  If you are a guest or visitor, please in-
clude your address. 
 

VOLUNTARY 
“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” … Donald Rotermund 

 
Please stand. 
 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Perhaps the 
proper ques-
tion to ask 
isn’t “how 
much of my 
income do I 
need to give 
to God?” but 
“of all God 
has entrusted 
to me, how 
much can I 
justify spend-
ing on my-
self?” . . . .  
God’s grace, 
our gratitude, 
generous giv-
ing: a recipe 
for a life of 
great freedom 
and joy. 
~ Margaret 

McKinly, 
elder; Nar-
berth Pres-
byterian 
Church, 
Narberth, 
Pa. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Gracious Father, with this bread and cup, we 

remember the life our Lord offered for us.  Believing in the wit-
ness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share 
with us the great and promised feast. 

C: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We do not 
preach only 
one coming of 
Christ, but a 
second as 
well, much 
more glorious 
than the first.  
The first com-
ing was 
marked by 
patience; the 
second will 
bring the 
crown of a 
divine king-
dom….At the 
first coming 
he was 
wrapped in 
swaddling 
clothes in a 
manger.  At 
his second 
coming he 
will be 
clothed in 
light as in a 
garment.  In 
the first com-
ing he endure 
the cross, de-
spising the 
shame; in the 
second com-
ing he will be 
in glory, es-
corted by an 
army of an-
gels . . . .   
 



13 

 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 
 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  
 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  
 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 . . . . We look 
then beyond 
the first com-
ing and await 
the second.  
At the first 
coming we 
said:  ‘Blessed 
is he who 
comes in the 
name of the 
Lord.’  At the 
second we 
shall say it 
again; we 
shall go out 
with the an-
gels to meet 
the Lord and 
cry out in 
adoration:  
‘Blessed is he 
who comes in 
the name of 
the Lord.’ 
~ Cyril of Je-

rusalem, 
315-386 
A.D.  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 
 
Please be seated.   
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The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel.  Those 
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 
 
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which 
He joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-
mendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 
and salvation. 
 
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 
and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
“Hark, the Glad Sound!”  green hymnal #35 
 
“The King Shall Come”  green hymnal #33 

 
Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  (“The Magnificat”)  
  

 My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord;  

 I sing my Savior’s praise! 

 You looked upon my lowliness,  

 and I am full of grace. 

 Now ev’ry land and ev’ry age  

 his blessing shall proclaim— 

 Great wonders you have done for me, 

 and holy is your name. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Magnificat 
appears in Luke 
1, where the Vir-
gin Mary sings 
it in joyful 
thanks for her 
pregnancy and 
coming mother-
hood.  In this 
season of expec-
tation, having 
ourselves re-
ceived God’s 
Son in the same 
flesh and blood 
that He took 
from Mary’s 
womb,  we join 
our voice with 
hers and give 
our thanks to 
God. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that 
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in 
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 
BENEDICTION 
P: Almighty God, Father, � Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 
 and forever. 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“The King Shall Come” … Charles W. Ore 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Prayer  
as You Go 
Father in 
Heaven, the 
day draws 
near when 
the glory of 
your Son 
will make 
radiant the 
night of the 
waiting.  
May the lure 
of greed not 
impede us 
from the joy 
which 
moves the 
hearts of 
those who 
seek him. 
May the 
darkness not 
blind us to 
the visions 
of wisdom 
which fills 
the minds of 
those who 
find him.  
Amen 
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Serving at Worship 

Celebrant: The Rev. Ted Gulhaugen 

Preacher: The Rev. Steven Gjerde 

Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 

Choir: (9:00) Zion Kantorei 

Lector: (9:00) Mark Gehrke 

           (11:00) Carl Boettcher 

Radio Announcer: (9:00) Keith Glasel 

Acolyte: (9:00) Hailey Revie 

    (11:00) Mitchel Kaczmarowski 

Elder: (9:00) Jack Frederick 

  (11:00) Don Roesler 

Ushers: (9:00) Marty and Janet Dettmering;  

   Roger Ormond; Gary and Sue Wolslegel 

    (11:00) Al Lippert; Herbert Zahrt 

Communion Assistants: (9:00) Sally Christoffersen; Grace Mueller 

             (11:00) Dave Gisselman; Donna Nuernberg 

Altar Guild: Ruth Draeger; Laurel Rouse 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 

Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 
Associate Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen  
Kantor Irene Beethe 
Parish Nurse Lenore Grosinske 
Office Manager Pam Gabriel 
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann 
Head Custodian Michael Renken 
Custodian Roger Ormond 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@dwave.net  
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran CORE 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


