
  

 

 
 
A Prayer  
Upon 
Entering 
Church 
 
This is  
the first  
of days: 
 
Send forth  
Thy quick’ning 
breath! 
  
And wake 
dead souls to 
love and 
praise,  
 
O Vanquisher 
of death! 
 
~ John  
 Ellerton,  
 in the  
 Mennonite 

Hymnal, 
1969 

The Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 
November 16, 2014 + 9:00 and 11:00 A.M. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Day.   Our Lord Jesus tells us the story 
of a man who’s afraid of losing what he has.  In the end, his 
fear causes him to lose even more!  It is not so with the Lord 
who freely lost Himself for you: the unexpected gain of His 
resurrection frees you to lose all things, even your own life, in 
the knowledge that nothing is lost, but all is yours and you are 
Christ’s.  In that promise and conviction we gather this Day to 
receive all that the Lord would give us. 
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Sharing God’s Blessings Today 
• Sunday’s Radio Broadcast is sponsored in loving memory of Margaret L. Krueger 

by her family and friends.  Margaret’s birthday was November 12, 1920. 
• The flowers at the altar are sponsored by Grace Mueller in celebration of her life-

time service from Memorial Hospital to Aspirus Wausau Hospital, and her retire-
ment after 48 years on November 14, 2014, and with blessings to her Zion family. 

• The flowers at the lectern and pulpit are sponsored by Elroy and Mary Ann Tap-
per in honor of Mary Ann’s 84th birthday on November 16, and their 64th wed-
ding anniversary on November 18. 

• Sunday’s bulletins are sponsored by Carol Edelburg in honor of her husband Leo-
nard’s birthday on November 15. 

 
A Welcome for Those With Young Children 
God and His church are delighted to welcome young children to worship.  This 
house is their home, too.  So please, relax and enjoy your time here:    

• Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk, so please don’t feel 
embarrassed by it.  Your children are welcome at Zion.   

• To make it a bit easier on your family, please consider sitting towards the 
front where you children can easily see the worship leaders, hear the words, 
note the colors, wonder about some of the images up there, and embrace the 
action at the altar. 

• As we go along, softly explain the liturgy to your children, encouraging them 
to chime in with their parts: Amen!  Lord have mercy!  And also with you!  I be-
lieve!  Our Father!  All of that belongs to them, too.  

• Be sure to sing and pray your parts as you stand and kneel and sit.  Your 
children learn by taking your lead. 

• If you and your child must leave, please hurry back.  There is a nursery 
downstairs for those who would like to use it, but like Jesus, we want your 
children in the liturgy, not out.  Let the little children come unto me. (Luke 
18:16). 

• If you need help, just ask.  There are lots of folks here who will lend a hand. 
 

Announcements 
Parish announcements may be found in the weekly newsletter, For You, provided 
by the ushers after worship.   
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PRELUDE 

Three Variations on “God Himself is Present” 
 … Scott M. Hyslop; Roberta Bitgood; Michael Burkhardt 

 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
 

Please stand. 
 

INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the � Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C: Amen 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-
fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and 
just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness. 

 
Please kneel.  Silence for reflection. 
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P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free our-

selves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left un-
done.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen 

 
P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us 

and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and or-
dained minister of the Church, and by the authority of Christ,   
I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, 
and of the � Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 
 
Please stand.   
 

ENTRANCE HYMN   
“God Himself Is Present”  green hymnal #249 

 

GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

GLORIA  
P: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray . . . Almighty and ever-living God, you have given 

exceedingly great and precious promises to those who trust in 
you.  Dispel from us the works of darkness and grant us to live 
in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, that our faith may never 
be found wanting; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen 
 
Please be seated. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE  (9:00 a.m.) 

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” … Thomerson 
 

OLD TESTAMENT  Zephaniah 1:7-16 
7Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is near; the 
LORD has prepared a sacrifice and consecrated his guests. 8And on 
the day of the LORD’s sacrifice—“I will punish the officials and the 
king’s sons and all who array themselves in foreign attire. 9On that 
day I will punish everyone who leaps over the threshold, and those 
who fill their master’s house with violence and fraud. 10“On that 
day,” declares the LORD, “a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate, a 
wail from the Second Quarter, a loud crash from the hills. 11Wail, O 
inhabitants of the Mortar! For all the traders are no more; all who 
weigh out silver are cut off. 12At that time I will search Jerusalem 
with lamps, and I will punish the men who are complacent, those 
who say in their hearts, ‘The LORD will not do good, nor will he do 
ill.’ 13Their goods shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. 
Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they 
plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.” 14The great 
day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the 
day of the LORD is bitter; the mighty man cries aloud there. 15A day 
of wrath is that day, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These words 
can only be 
consoling for 
us if and 
when we hold 
fast to this 
one fact: that 
Christ has 
accepted these 
very ones 
who have not 
deserved it of 
Him, that He 
forgave those 
who nailed 
Him to the 
cross and 
mocked Him 
as He was 
being cruci-
fied . . .  
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and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and 
thick darkness, 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the 
fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 90:1-12 
(At 9:00 a.m. the choir sings a refrain.) 
 
Choir: Refrain 
 
Choir/ Lord, you have ′been our refuge* 
L: from one generation ′to another. 
 
C: Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land 

and the ′earth were born,* 
 from age to age ′you are God. 
 
Choir/ You turn us back to the ′dust and say,* 
L: “Go back, O ′child of earth.” 
 
C: For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday 

when ′it is past* 
 and like a watch ′in the night. 
 
Choir: Refrain  
 
Choir/ You sweep us away ′like a dream;* 
L: we fade away suddenly ′like the grass. 
 
C: In the morning it is ′green and flourishes;* 
 in the evening it is dried ′up and withered. 
 
Choir/ For we consume away in ′your displeasure;* 
L: we are afraid because of your wrathful ′indignation. 
 

. . . that He 
has loved us 
too as His ene-
mies, and loves 
us and will 
love us still. 
The great con-
solation when 
we face the 
coming judg-
ment is that 
the Judge is 
the One who 
has taken our 
side like this, 
that we may 
believe in the 
One who is 
like this, place 
our hopes in 
the One who is 
like this, and 
love the One 
who is like 
this.  
~ Karl Barth, 

1886-1968 
A.D. 
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C: Our iniquities you have ′set before you,* 
 and our secret sins in the light ′of your countenance. 
 
Choir: Refrain  
 
Choir/ When you are angry, all our ′days are gone;* 
L: we bring our years to an end ′like a sigh. 
 
C: The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in 

strength ′even eighty;* 
 yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, | 
 for they pass away quickly and ′we are gone. 
 
Choir/ Who regards the power ′of your wrath?* 
L: Who rightly fears your ′indignation? 
 
C: So teach us to num′ber our days,* 
 that we may apply our ′hearts to wisdom. 
 
Choir: Refrain 
 
All: Glory to the Father, and ′to the Son,* 
 and to the ′Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in ′the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever.  ′Amen 
 
Choir: Refrain 
 

EPISTLE  1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no 
need to have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves are fully 
aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 
3While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sud-
den destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a 
pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4But you are not in 
darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5For you 
are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night 

 
 
 
 
Jesus' death, 
the ultimate 
horror of all 
history, for 
your sins: if 
you can face 
that, then 
there is noth-
ing you can-
not face, 
nothing you 
have to shut 
out or pre-
tend isn't 
there in all 
the hideous, 
twisted evil 
that we can 
see about us . 
. . . Every-
thing that 
would de-
stroy us Je-
sus has faced, 
and it did 
not destroy 
Him nor 
does it de-
stroy those 
who are His.  
~ Norman 

Nagel, 
1975 A.D. 

 



9 

 

or of the darkness. 6So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us 
keep awake and be sober. 7For those who sleep, sleep at night, and 
those who get drunk, are drunk at night. 8But since we belong to 
the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and 
love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has not des-
tined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 10who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep 
we might live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and 
build one another up, just as you are doing. 
 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  
 
Please stand. 
 

VERSE 

 

 
 

GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25th chapter. 

 
 
14[Jesus said,] “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who 
called his servants and entrusted to them his property. 15To one he 
gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according 
to his ability. Then he went away. 16He who had received the five 
talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five tal-

 
 
 
 
 
Only a little 
time and 
then every-
thing is  
conquered. 
 
Then the 
whole battle 
will all of a 
sudden be 
over. 
 
Then he  
may drink 
from the  
water of life 
 
And in all 
eternity 
speak with 
Jesus.  
 
~ engraved 

on the 
tomb of 
Soren 
Kieregaard, 
Danish 
Lutheran 
theologian 
(1813-1855 
A.D.)   
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ents more. 17So also he who had the two talents made two talents 
more. 18But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the 
ground and hid his master’s money. 19Now after a long time the 
master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 
20And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing 
five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; 
here I have made five talents more.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a lit-
tle; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 
22And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, 
‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two tal-
ents more.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over 
much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24He also who had re-
ceived the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to 
be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering 
where you scattered no seed, 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid 
your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his 
master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew 
that I reap where I have not sowed and gather where I scattered no 
seed? 27Then you ought to have invested my money with the bank-
ers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own 
with interest. 28So take the talent from him and give it to him who 
has the ten talents. 29For to everyone who has will more be given, 
and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, 
even what he has will be taken away. 30And cast the worthless ser-
vant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.’ 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Janis Joplin's 
“Me & 
Bobby 
McGee” has 
been in my 
head inces-
santly lately, 
especially: 
“Freedom is 
just another 
word for 
nothing left 
to lose” . . . . 
You can't be 
free in Christ 
if you're still 
holding on to 
anything as 
something 
that cannot 
be lost at any 
cost . . . . The 
change 
comes in see-
ing it all -- 
everything I 
have, every-
thing I am, 
and even eve-
rything I 
lack -- as 
God’s gift.  
When it isn't 
mine, I can't 
lose it . . . .  
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APOSTLES CREED 
P: Let us confess the faith with one heart: 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 
earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was con-
ceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 
Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he 
rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the liv-
ing and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the � resurrec-
tion of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

Please be seated. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  (9:00 a.m.) 
During the singing of the hymn, children of preschool age through grade 4 
may leave for Sunday School classes downstairs in the church hall.  Please 
reclaim your children at 10:25 a.m. after their music time in the balcony. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 
 “The Day Is Surely Drawing Near”  green hymnal #321 
 

SERMON 
“Nothing to Lose” 

 
Please kneel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
. . . . And my 
life is also 
not my own -
- I lost it in 
the waters of 
Baptism and 
I gained the 
gift of the life 
of Christ in 
its place.  
Enjoy the 
gift of life 
that is not 
your own.  
Play in the 
presence of 
the One who 
provides.  He 
does so lav-
ishly.  When 
we don't see 
God's abun-
dant good-
ness to us, 
it's because 
we're too 
busy looking 
at what we 
can't lose. 
~ anony-

mous,  
 St. John’s 

Lutheran 
Church, 
Wheaton, 
Illinois; 
November 
8, 2009 
A.D. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for 

all people according to their needs. 
 

P: . . . Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

Please be seated. 

 
OFFERING 
While the offerings are received, please pass in your row the Friendship 
Register, and add your name(s).  If you are a guest or visitor, please in-
clude your address. 
 

VOLUNTARY 
“The Day is surely Drawing Near” … Stephen P. Johnson 

 

Please stand. 
 

OFFERTORY 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Let us pray . . . Merciful Father, 
C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given 

us—our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your 
gracious love.  Receive them for the sake of him who offered 
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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P: It is indeed right and salutary . . . we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS  (“Holy”) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when he was betrayed, 

took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is my body, 
which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of me.” 

 
 In the same way also he took the cup after the supper, and  
 when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: “Drink  
 of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, as 
often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.     
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen 

 

ACCLAMATION 
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup,  
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

AGNUS DEI  (“Lamb of God”) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Please be seated.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you want to 
understand the 
body of Christ, 
then listen to 
the apostle 
Paul, who says 
to the faithful: 
“You are the 
body and the 
members of 
Christ” (1 Co-
rinthians 
12:27). There-
fore, if you are 
the body and 
the members of 
Christ, then 
your mystery 
lies on the table 
of the Lord. You 
receive your 
own mystery, 
and your re-
sponse to what 
you are is 
“Amen.” 
~ Augustine, 

354-430 A.D. 
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The congregation is ushered forward for Communion.  If you cannot use 
the steps to the altar, you may either ask an usher to have Communion 
brought to you, or you may go to the altar in the side (west) chapel.  Those 
not communing may cross their arms over their chest for a blessing. 
 
Holy Communion is the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ which He 
joyfully gives to His Church to eat and to drink.  This gift bestows tre-
mendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives ours sins, strengthens our 
faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 
and salvation. 
 
The Lord therefore invites to His altar baptized Christians who trust that 
they will receive in Holy Communion all that He promises there: His body 
and blood, the forgiveness of sins, union with Christ and His Church, life, 
and salvation.  Know that He gives it to you with great joy. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 
 “Take My Life, that I May Be”  green hymnal #406 
 
 “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”  green hymnal #389 
 
Please stand after all have received the sacrament. 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that 
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in 
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 
 

BENEDICTION 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and � give you peace. 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 

POSTLUDE 
“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” … John A. Behnke 

 

+  Soli Deo Gloria  + 
To God alone be glory 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Prayer  
as You Go 
Lord, let your 
glory dawn to 
take away our 
darkness; may 
we be revealed 
as the children 
of light at the 
coming of 
your Son, who 
lives and 
reigns with 
you and the 
Holy Spirit, 
one God, for-
ever and ever. 
Amen.  
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Serving at Worship 
Celebrant: The Rev. Ted Gulhaugen 
Preacher: The Rev. Steven Gjerde 
Organist: Kantor Irene Beethe 
Choir: (9:00) Zion Kantorei 
Lector: (9:00) Jan Gaugush 
           (11:00) Gary Gisselman 
Radio Announcer: (9:00) Ryan Fernstaedt 
Acolyte: (9:00) Hailey Revie 
    (11:00) Jay Stahl 
Elder:  (9:00) Larry Parsch 
   (11:00) Dave Gisselman 
Ushers: (9:00) Marty Dettmering; Rita Falk; 
   Mark and Shelley Gehrke; Grace Mueller 
    (11:00) Al Lippert; Herbert Zahrt 
Communion Assistants:   
     (9:00) Sally Christoffersen; Grace Mueller 
           (11:00) Gary Gisselman; Donna Nuernberg 
Altar Guild: Peggy Lawonn; Donna Nuernberg 
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Church Telephone: 715-848-7286   
 

Senior Pastor Steven K. Gjerde 
Associate Pastor Theodore B. Gulhaugen  
Kantor Irene Beethe 
Parish Nurse Lenore Grosinske 
Office Manager Pam Gabriel 
Secretary Anna Mae Zeinemann 
Head Custodian Michael Renken 
Custodian Roger Ormond 
 
 

To contact us by email: 
zion@dwave.net  
 
To visit our webpage: 
www.zionlutheranwausau.com  
 
Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour 
Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM (or 
click “Listen Live” at www.wsau.com) 
 
Member Congregation of Lutheran CORE 
www.lutherancore.org 

Zion  Lutheran  Church 
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin   54403 

 

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like Mount Zion, 
which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  (Psalm 125:1) 


