The Third Sunday of Advent + December 11, 2011 AD 9:00 and 11:00 AM
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“The Greatness of the Lord”
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A Prayer Upon Entering Church

Come, O Son of God, who rules at the Father’s gimd! Come, and let
your power be known in this hour, that tears mau to joy, and all your
faithful people, gathered into this house, mayiogian you. Yes, come,
Lord Jesus, and rule among us! Amen ~ an anonymous prayer

Welcome. To be the Church is to live in hope of the LorfiFgl ap-
pearing. Centuries ago, all of Israel was waitorghim, too, and asked
St. John the Baptist if he was the Christ. StnJddnied it—Nol—and
pointed to the Greater One who comes among usteday, that God’s
holy Church might rejoice—and again, rejoice!

Parents: Children are welcome at our services. For paretio desire
it, a nursery with an attendant is downstairs.



PRELUDE
“Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” ... Leavitt & Albreth
“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” ... Manz

RINGING OF THE BELLS
Please stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father, and of th8on, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, alices known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughtsrdiearts by the inspi-

Our delight is ration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfecttyk you and worthily

to be with magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ oudLo

God, not be- C: Amen

cause He can ’

supply us P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive oursebsed the truth is not in us.

with some- But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful gust will forgive our

thing, with sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

greatness, for Please kneel

instance, but '

because He is (silence for reflection)

our God and P:  Most merciful God,

because He C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and azot free ourselves. We

loves us. have sinned against you in thought, word, and deetly what we have

~ Martin done and by what we have left undone. We have niatved you with our
Franzmann, whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as oselves. For the
1966 A.D. sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on uSorgive us, renew us,

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will athwalk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Sonli for us and, for his
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called amdiored minister of the
Church, and by the authority of Christ, | thereftragive you all your sins,
in the name of the Father, and of #h&on, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen

Please stand.

ENTRANCE HYMN
“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” green hymnal #25




GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the lovead, and the com-
munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

KYRIE
P:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
P:  For the peace from above, and for our salvateirus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, ‘have mer - cy.
P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the welidg of the holy Church,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
P:  For this holy house, and for all who offer héreir worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, ‘have mer - cy.
P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious.Lor
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Consider, O
faithful soul,
His immeas-
urable love
towards thee!
A love that
brought Him
from heaven
to earth; a
love that
bound Him to
the post to be
scourged; a
love that
nailed Him

to the cross . .

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Letuspray... Lord Jesus Christ, we impiare to hear our prayers
and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by yoacigus visitation;
for you live and reign with the Father and the H8}jrit, one God,
now and forever.

C: Amen

Please be seated.

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

The Spirit of the Lord @D is upon me, because the®kd has anointed me to
bring good news to the poor; he has sent me togintthe brokenhearted, to pro-
claim liberty to the captives, and the opening e prison to those who are
bound;*o proclaim the year of thedrD's favor, and the day of vengeance of
our God; to comfort all who mourrto grant to those who mourn in Zion—to
give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashespit of gladness instead of
mourning, the garment of praise instead of a fgtit; that they may be called
oaks of righteousness, the planting of thoRb, that he may be glorifiedThey
shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raipethe former devastations; they
shall repair the ruined cities, the devastationsnahy generationdFor | the
LoRD love justice; | hate robbery and wrong; | willtffully give them their rec-
ompense, and | will make an everlasting covenattt wiem.*Their offspring
shall be known among the nations, and their desogadn the midst of the peo-
ples; all who see them shall acknowledge them, ity are an offspring the
Lorp has blessed? will greatly rejoice in the brp; my soul shall exult in my
God, for he has clothed me with the garments ofasiain; he has covered me
with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroorkslbinself like a priest with a
beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns hemitélfher jewels*'For as the
earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a gardeeesawhat is sown in it to sprout
up, so the Lord GD will cause righteousness and praise to sproutefpré all
the nations.

L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 126
L: When the IorD restored the for 'tunes of Zion,*
then were we like 'those who dream.

C. Then was our mouth ‘filled with laughter, *
and our tongue with 'shouts of joy.



L: Then they said a 'mong the nations, *
“The LORD has done great 'things for them.”

The LORD has done great 'things for us, *
and we are 'glad indeed.

L: Restore our for 'tunes, QORD, *
like the watercourses 'of the Negev.

Those who 'sowed with tears *
will reap with 'songs of joy.

L: Those who go out weeping, carry 'ing the seed, *
will come again with joy, shoulder 'ing their shiea.

SECOND LESSON 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Rejoice always!’pray without ceasing®give thanks in all circumstances; for
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for ydtiDo not quench the Spirit’Do
not despise prophecieSput test everything; hold fast what is goé@hbstain
from every form of evil®Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you con
pletely, and may your whole spirit and soul andybbéd kept blameless at the
coming of our Lord Jesus ChridfHe who calls you is faithful; he will surely do
it.

L: The Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
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Liftyourheadsand lift highthe gate-way for the King of

...alove
that enclosed
Him in the
sepulcher; a
love that
dragged Him
down to hell!
What led Him
to suffer all
this, but a
tender love
for His
spouse, His
bride, the
Church?
~ Johann
Gerhard,
1606 A.D.



John the Bap-
tist, of all
men, is totally
unconcerned
about any
greatness of
his own; for
his greatness
is an Advent
greatness, the
greatness of a
man for
whom the
great ques-
tion in history
is no longer,
“What is
coming?
What will
become of
me?” but
rather, “Who
is coming?”
~ Martin
Franzmann
1966 A.D.

GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the Aapter.
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@ Glo -y to you, (0] . Lord.

®There was a man sent from God, whose name was Jétmame as a witness,
to bear witness about the light, that all mightides through him®He was not
the light, but came to bear witness about the liflind this is the testimony of
John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites fevsdlem to ask him, “Who
are you?"ZOHe confessed, and did not deny, but confessedn*hat the Christ.”
ZAnd they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” s&d, “I am not.” “Are
you the Prophet?” And he answered, “NTSo they said to him, “Who are you?
We need to give an answer to those who sent ust @hgou say about your-
self?” ®He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in thédderness, ‘Make
straight the way of the Lord,” as the prophet Isasaid.”?*(Now they had been
sent from the Pharisee$’Yhey asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you
are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Pro[ﬁhéﬁ]ohn answered them, “I
baptize with water, but among you stands one yonatdknow,*’even he who
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal | ammoothy to untie.”**These
things took place in Bethany across the Jordanreviehn was baptizing.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

# )
o I

0 , .
A 4 1k 1 ; &
l,\ Jan :Pl. ] pi al » i 1 1 2 2
ANAY4 P ] 1 1| 1
'y, T T

Praise - to you, (0] Christ.

NICENE CREED
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almightymaker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Saof God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being witthe Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for ar salvation he
came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spi he became
incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.For our sake he
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered dith and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance withhte Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right tahof the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and tle dead, and his king-
dom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giverof life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son. With the Father andhe Son he is wor-

shiped and glorified. He has spoken through the @phets. We believe

in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We aclowledge one Bap-

tism for the forgiveness of sins. We look foi the resurrection of the

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen

Please be seated.

SUNDAY SCHOOL (9:00 a.m.)
During the singing of the hymn, children of presulage through grade 4
may leave for Sunday School classes downstaifgighurch hall. Please
reclaim your children after the divine service.

HYMN OF THE DAY

“Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding!”

SERMON

“The Greatness of the Lord”

Please knedl.
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tears of sor - row, One and all, to be for - giv'n;
with His mer - cy And  with words of love draw near.
liv - ing Spir - it While e - ter - nal a - ges run!
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RAYERS
P:

Living in the hope of our Lord’s arrival, let psay for the Church
and all creation.

... let us pray to the Lord,

Lord, have mercy.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for wheepray, trusting
in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ candL

Amen

Please be seated.

OFFERING
While the offerings are received, please pass ur yow theFriendship

Register, and add your name(s). If you are a guest otatisplease in-
clude your address.
VOLUNTARY

“Once He Came in Blessing” ... Held
Please stand.

OFFERTORY “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness”

My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord; | sing mySavior’s praise!
You looked upon my lowliness, and | am full of gree.

Now ev'ry land and ev'ry age this blessing shapiroclaim—

Great wonders you have done for me, and holy is yoname.

Let us pray . . . Gracious Father, with thisadrand cup, we remem-
ber the life our Lord offered for us. Believingtime witness of his
resurrection, we await his coming in power to shaith us the great
and promised feast.

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
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HE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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And al -so with you.



P: Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give him thanks and praise.

P: Itisindeed right and salutary . . . we praiser name and join their
unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy ame, thy king-

dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in laen. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespases, as we for-

give those who trespass against us; and lead us Mmoo tempta-
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Instead of a
lamb there
was a son,

and instead of
the sheep a
man;

in the man
was Christ
encompassing
all things . . .

For he was
born a son,
and led as a
lamb,

and slaugh-
tered as a
sheep, and
buried as a
man,

and rose from
the dead as
God, being
God by na-
ture, and a
man.

He is all
things . . .
This is Jesus
Christ, to
whom be
glory forever
and ever.

~ A hymn by
Romanus
Melodus,
about
550 A.D.

tion, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kngdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

THE DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
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grant us peace, grant us peace.

Please be seated.
COMMUNION HYMNS

“Hark, the Glad Sound!” green hymnal #35
“Once He Came in Blessing” green hymnal #312

Please stand after all have received the sacrament.
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE

O Jesus, blessed Lord, to thee,
My heartfelt thanks forever be;
Who hast so lovingly bestowed
On me thy body and thy blood.

Break forth, my soul, in joy and say:
What wealth has come to me today,
What health of body, mind, and soul!
Christ dwells within me, makes me whole.
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

P: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you hafeeshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray thia your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith towaaliyand in fervent love to-
ward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christordt.

C: Amen

BENEDICTION

P: Almighty God, Father¥ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.

#
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SILENT PRAYER

POSTLUDE

“Hark, the Glad Sound!” .. Willan

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
To God alone be glory

The liturgy is reprinted from the Lutheran Book/brship © 1978. Used by
permission of Augsburg Fortress license #1320&5tripture quotations are
from The Holy Bible, English Standard Versior2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
division of Good News Publishers. All rights rasst. Used by permission.

“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” used bymession of Augsburg For-
tress license #13202-L.

“Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” is public doain.
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A Prayer

As You Go
Heavenly
Father, |
thank you
that you have
so kindly
brought me
again to your
house and
nourished me
at your table.
Sanctify me,
and keep my
spirit, soul,
and body
sound and
blameless
until your
Son’s com-
ing, that |
may always
rejoice in
your faithful-
ness; through
Jesus Christ
my Lord.
Amen



" HoLY COMMUNION *¥

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Zion in the confession and gtadidence
that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouthsonty bread and wine but
His very body and blood to eat and to drink for fibrgiveness of sins and to
strengthen our union with Him and with one anoth@ur Lord therefore in-
vites to His altar baptized Christians who trus$ Wrds, repent of all sin, and
set aside any refusal to forgive and love as Hgifes and loves us, that they
may show forth His death until He comes.

Children may receive the sacrament after completing fisstrmunion class.
Zion holds this class at the end of the child"sytade year.

Distribution: You may receive the Supper at either the altaroraihe chapel.
To commune at the chapel, please proceed dowretitercaisle with the other
communicants, and inform the usher at the front @t you desire to com-
mune at the chapel.

Communion Cards: Both members and visitors are asked to use a “Gonon
Registration” card. This enables our pastors ¢wige ministry and personal
attention within the Zion family. When visitorscinde a church name and city
on the card, we will mail it to that church.

Today’s Participants:
Presiding PastoRev. Ted Gulhaugen
Preaching PastoRev. Steven Gjerde
Guest OrganistRodney Riese
Vocalist (9:00) Steve Zeinemann
(11:00)Jim Speckhard
Lector. (9:00) Michael Goetsch
(11:00)Brian Boettcher
Ushers (9:00) Marty Dettmering; Lee Anderton; Janet Dettmering;
Ruth Draeger; Roger Ormond
(11:00)Al Lippert; Herbert Zahrt
Radio Announcer(9:00) Scott Schubring
Communion Assistants
(9:00) Grace Mueller; Steve Zeinemann
(11:00)Gary Gisselman; Judy Radloff
Acolyte: (9:00) Alec Fernstaedt
(11:00)Ben Schubring
Elder. (9:00) Marlene Kroening
(11:00) Dave Gisselman
Altar Guild: Ruth Draeger; Donna Nuernberg
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For You This Week December 12-18, 2011

Sharing God’s Blessings

« Sunday’'s Radio Broadcast is sponsored by Marilyn and Baik8wski in
memory of Marilyn’s parents, Ehardt and Leona Liesch, anelrsislaw,
Sharon Liesch.

Baptism
Avery Grace Kluck, daughter of Brad and Heather Kluck, was zeptin Saturday,
December 10. Avery's sponsors are Andrew Maclntyre and Raohek K

Bible Study in the Church Hall

e Sunday, 10:15 a.m., A Catechism on Human Life
« Tuesday, 9:00 a.m., 2 John

e Thursday, 7:00 a.m. Men'’s Breakfast; Ezra 4:1

Wednesday Worship at 10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m‘Fear: Fear’s Holiness”

Worship Notes

This Sunday, the Third Sunday in Advent,s “Rejoice” Sunday (Gaudate). The
liturgical color is rose. On this Sunday our Advent dewoimomentarily lightens as
the festival of our Lord’s birth nears.

Midweek Advent Worship: Wednesdays at 10 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.:
Theme: “Fear”; Dec. 14: “Fear’s Holiness”; Dec. 21: “Joy in Fear”
Sunday School Presentation Saturday, December 17
5:15 p.m., with Holy Communion
Eve of the Nativity: Saturday, December 24
5:00 p.m.: Festival of Lessons and Carols
8:00 p.m.: Holy Communion, broadcast on WSAU Radi®/58
The Nativity of Our Lord : Sunday, December 25
9:00 a.m.: Holy Communion, broadcast on WSAU RadioAB50
No 11 a.m. Service
New Year's Eve Saturday, December 31; 6:30 p.m. Holy Communion

The Feast of Epiphany Thursday, January 5, at 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion, beginning with a Festival Processio

The Epiphany celebrates the arrival of travelers from the éasse(men”) to
worship the newborn King. It extends from sundown amudry 5 to sundown
on January 6 and bridges the Christmas and Epiphany sea%dhat is a
“Festival Procession™? Come, join the eastern travelers, and see
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Sunday
School News
This year's

pageanivill
be held on

Saturday,
Dec. 17 at
5:15 p.m. as
part of the
regular 5:15
p.m. service.
Practices will
be held during
Sunday
School hour
and on Satur-
day, Dec. 10
at 1:00 p.m.

Thanksgiving
Food Drive
Thank you to
Gladys Lan-
genhan, who
also helped to
arrange the
display in the
sanctuary.

Share Zion

If you have
picked up one
of Zion’s
“outreach
DVD’s”,
please be sure
to share it
with someone.
If you have
not yet picked
up a DVD,
they are avail-
able at the
church en-
trances.



Young at
Heart

... meets on
Wednesday,
December 14
at 11:30 a.m.
for a catered
luncheon in
the church
hall.

Christmas Tea: Sunday, December 11 from 2—6 p.m. in Zion&hurch Hall
Refer to the insert in today’s bulletin for more informatabout this event. Some-
one will be in the church office this weekend after each servisellttickets.

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Christmas Party

... will be held this week on Tuesday, December 13 at 6:00ip.Aion’s church
hall. All are welcome to attendThrivent members are asked to bring 6 cookies.
The UWMC Choir is the entertainment.

Zion Christmas Caroling

The Zion Outreach Ministry team invites you to join usdnrevening of Christmas
caroling on Sunday, December 18 at 5:30 p.m. We will mdatineception area by
Zion’s church office . Everyone will receive a copy of a seleatidiamiliar carols.
We will carol at Primrose, Forest Park, Wausau Manor anditimreneighborhood.
The evening will finish with pizza in the church hall. Wapk you and your family
will take the time to join us. If you would like to shahe Good News of Christmas
with others, please call the church office, 715-848-7286 il
tjpagel@solarus.net

Zion’s December Mission

Greater Wausau Christian Services Since 1981, GWCS has provided a pastoral
presence and also various programs of support to residesis cdmmunity’s insti-
tutions. There are 13 churches who are members and alsotBY0S. Specifi-
cally, the efforts of GWCS has centered on local nursing haamssisted living fa-
cilities, and the county jail. In addition to jail suppand nursing homes, GWCS
recently has put a greater emphasis on juvenile facilities antbisgfung the jail li-
brary. Your offering to missions is appreciated. Ziagnission goal for December
is $3,750.00.

Zion Cookbooks, Snowflake Ornaments, and Christmas Cards

Cookbookscost $10 each, or 2 cookbooks for $Trnamentscost $10 each. The
cookbooks can be purchased at the church office, or the Evard3dnand Break-
fast, 601 Mclndoe StreeChristmas cardsThere are 34 colored cards remaining
from the original printing, which depi@ion’s stained glass window of the Nativity.
The cards are 4-1/2” x 6” and cost 50 cents per card with an peveldhe orna-
ments and cards are available at the church office.

Year-End Contributions

Please consider a year-end contribution beyond nggurar offering to either the
General Fund or the Dale Hansen Fund (our new foniduildings and
grounds). Gathered together, our offerings coetitmusupport to the mission
and ministry of God at Zion.
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THIS WEEK AT ZION:
December 11—18, 2011
Sun. ADVENT 3

9:00 am Holy Communion, broadcast on WSAU Radio

9:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Bible Study
11:00 am Holy Communion

2:00 — 6:00 pm Christmas Tea in Zion’s church hia

Mon. 7:00 pm Mission Team
Tues. 9:00 am Adult Bible Study
10:30 am Staff Meeting
4:00 pm Morality in Media
6:00 pm Thrivent Christmas Party in church hall
6:30 pm Elders Team
Weds. 10:00 am Matins Service
11:30 am Young at Heart Christmas Party
6:30 pm Vespers Service
7:15 pm Catechism
Thurs. 7:00 am Men'’s Bible Class
6:30 pm Choir Rehearsal

Sat. 5:15 pm Holy Communion / Sunday School Prestation

Sun. _ADVENT 4

9:00 am Holy Communion, broadcast on WSAU Radio

9:15 am Sunday School
10:15 am Bible Study
10:15 am Pastor Meets with 5th & 6th Grades
11:00 am Holy Communion

5:30 pm Christmas Caroling—meet in reception ara

by church office

ATTENDANCE:
December 3,4, &7
Saturday 5:15 pm: 39
Sunday.
9:00 am 146
11:00 am 59
Wednesday
10:00 am 31
6:30 pm: _35
Total: 310
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Zion's 2011
Christmas
Decorating
Fund
Please refer
to the insert
page for more
information
about how
you can con-
tribute to this
yearly fund.

Every
Sunday

The Wausau
Daily Herald
may be pur-
chased in the
narthex or
near the
church office
to benefit
Zion youth.



Zion Lutheran Church
Sixth and Grant Streets, Wausau, Wisconsin 54403

Those who trust in the Lord shall be like MountiZio
which cannot be moved, but abides forey@salm 125:1)

Church Telephone: 715-848-7286 To contact us by email:
zion@dwave.net

Steven K. Gjerde, Senior Pastor
Theodore B. Gulhaugen, Associate Pastor For more information,

Virginia Giese, Kantor please visit our webpage:

Pam Gabriel, Office Manager www.zionlutheranwausau.com

Anna Mae Zeinemann, Secretary

Michael Renken, Head Custodian Host of the Wausau Lutheran Hour
Roger Ormond, Custodian Sundays, 9:00 am, WSAU Radio 550AM

Learning Center: 715-845-7404
Theresa Blake, Directress
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